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Makardah-Il Gram Panchyat
Vill-Jotgiri, P.O.Lakshmanpur, Dist.Howrah, Pin-711114
Notice Inviting Tender
1243/NIT/15thCFC(Tied)/MAK-11/23-24, Dt. 01.03.2024
Sealed Tender is invited by the Pradhan, Makardah-Il Gram Panchyat from
bonafied, experienced and resourceful bidders for similar nature of works.
Source of Fund:15thCFC(Tied). Last date of submission of Tender paper up
to 11.03.2024. Technical Bid Opening Date 13.03.2024. For details please

visit website https://wbtender.gov.in

Pradhan
Makardah-Il Gram Panchayat

Debipur Gram Panchayat
PO- Uttar Manasri, Dist- Howrah. Pin-711412

Notice inviting e-tender no- NIT(e)/DGP-04/15tCFC(TIED & UNTIED )/2023-
24 E-Tender is invited by the Prodhan, DEBIPUR gram Panchayat, for 8 nos
different work. NIT Date: 04-03-2024. Bid submission Last date: 13-03-
2024. Bid opening date: 16.03.2024. For details please visit website
https://webtenders.gov.in.

Sd/-
Pradhan
Debipur Gram Panchayat

ST (73R T eI
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T, (P st gt
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@ ShW S SeifEfere
A 9JC2 TR AL

} UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA
Re-E-Tender Notice
E-tender is invited from for
supply & installation of

workstations & laptop.

Tender ID: 2024_CU_
677521_1 Tender Ref. No.
SERB/AB/WSLT/05/24 (2nd
call) For details please visit
www.caluniv.ac.in &
www.wbtenders.gov.in

Sd/- A. Biswas

GB Sonatala Gram Panchayat
PO- Sonatala, Dist- Howrah, Pin-711412

Notice inviting e-tender no- NIT(e)/DGP-05/15CFC(TIED & UNTIED 1/2023-
24 E-Tender is invited by the Prodhan, GB SONATALA gram Panchayat, for
10 nos different work. NIT Date: 04-03-2024. Bid submission Last date:
13-03-2024. Bid opening date: 16.03.2024. For details please visit website
https://webtenders.gov.in.

Sd/-
Pradhan
GB Sonatala Gram Panchayat

Pl, SERB Project, IRPE

Office of the Pradhan

Moushuni Gram Panchayat
Namkhana, South 24 Parganas
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

NIT No.: MGP/55/E-Tender/NIT 09/2023-24 Dated-28-02-2024
E-Tender ID:- 2024_ZPHD_675816- CONSTRUCTION OF
POND GHAT AND WAITING SHED OF KHASMAHAL POND
AT MOUZA BAGDANGA.UNDER MOUSHUNI GP.5th SFC
UNTIED. Last date of online bid submission is 12-03-2024. De-
tails on www.wbtenders.gov.in.

Sd/-
Pradhan
Moushuni Gram Panchayat, Namkhana, South 24 Pgs
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the following works :

Period of completion : 60 days.

Period of completion : 90 days.

Name of the Work :

Road, 86C/1,

90 days.

of completion: 60 days.

Period of completion : 120 days.

Name of the Work :

(Including GST & CESS) :
money :
60 days.

Period of completion : 60 days.

The Executive Engineer (Civil), Br-VII, KMC invites
tender online percentage rate two bid system for

(1) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/64/46/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of footpaths and
other ancillary works disturbed by CESC Ltd.
and Natural Wear-Tear at 100/H/13, 26, 38A
etc. Dilkusha Street, 25/2/1, 22/2F etc. Bright
Street and its surrounding areas in Ward No.
64. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
Rs. 2,78,056.25. Earnest money :

(2) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/64/47/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of Road by providing
hot mix at 24/1/1 Bright Street, 289/A, 19 Darga
Road, 24, 16/A Dilkhusa Street, 72A Tiljala Road
and its surrounding areas which disturbed by
C.E.S.C. Ltd. and Natural Wear-Tear in Ward No.
64. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
Rs. 2,68,382.02, Earnest money : Rs. 5,400.00.

(3) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/64/48/23-24/B

Maintenance of Bustee
Sewer System at 19, 21 Beckbagan, 124 Karaya
86C/6 Jhowtala Road etc. and
surrounding areas in Ward No. 64. Estimated
Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
Earnest money : Rs. 4,900.00. Period of completion:

Rs. 2,42,550.00.

(4) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VIl/64/45/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of footpaths which
disturbed by CE.S.C. Ltd. and Natural Wear-
Tear at 62, 56 etc. Shakespeare Sarani 217, 213,
193 etc. AJC Bose Road, 22/A, 33 etc. Jhowtolla
Road and its surrounding areas in Ward No. 64.
Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
2,75,305.72. Earnest money : Rs. 5,600.00. Period

(5) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/56/54/23-24/R

Name of the Work : Through repairing of Road
by laying hot mix at different area in Ward No.
56. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
Rs. 2,54,454.00. Earnest money :

(6) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/56/57/23-24/B

Improvement of passage
near 2, Convent Lane and its surroundings of
bustee portion in Ward No. 56. Estimated Amount
Rs. 4,48,624.52. Earnest
Rs. 9,000.00. Period of completion :

(7) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/56/56/23-24/B

Name of the Work : Improvement of Sewer Line
near 2, Convent Lane (Bustee Portion) in Ward
No. 56. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS):
Rs. 4,98,051.94. Earnest money : Rs. 10,000.00.

(8) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/59/51/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of Bituminous Road
at 1, Rai Charan Pal Lane, 43, Topsia Road(s),

ABRIDGED NIT

Ashgar Mistry Lane and its surrounding in Ward
No. 59. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS):
Rs. 2,88,216.94. Earnest money : Rs. 5,800.00.
Period of completion : 90 days.

(9) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/65/44/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Restoration of passage wear
and tear (disturbed by CESC) at 45, 49, Tiljala
Masjid Bari Lane, 139/E, Tiljala Road etc. and its
surrounding in Ward No. 65. Estimated Amount
(Including GST & CESS) : Rs. 2,49,950.93. Earnest
money : Rs. 5,000.00. Period of completion :
45 days.

(10) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/67/46/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of passage at 115
Bose Pukur Road, 12 Dharmatala Road, 50 B.B.
Chatterjee Road and its surrounding in Ward
No. 67. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS) :
Rs. 2,12,851.33, Earnest money : Rs. 4,300.00,
Period of completion : 60 days.

(11) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/67/40/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of passage at 220,
232/2, Picnic Garden Road and its surrounding
area in Ward No. 67. Estimated Amount (Including
GST & CESS) : Rs. 4,30,390.21. Earnest money :
Rs. 8,700.00. Period of completion : 45 days.

(12) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/67/45/23-24/D

Name of the Work : Repairing of Bituminous Road
at New Ballygunge Road, Bedia Danga 1st Lane,
R.K.Chatterjee Road and its surrounding in Ward
No. 67. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS):
Rs. 2,87,212.58. Earnest money : Rs. 5,800.00.
Period of completion : 90 days.

(13) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/66/53/23-24/B

Name of the Work : Repairing of bustee passage
near 20, 45, 88 Topsia Road, 3, 4 No. Topsia 1st
Lane and surrounding in Ward No. 66. Estimated
Amount (Including GST & CESS) : Rs. 2,83,335.44.
Earnest money : Rs. 5,700.00. Period of completion:
45 days.

(14) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/66/54/23-24/R

Name of the Work : Repairing of passage near 10,
30, 5Topsia 2nd Lane, 16 C. N. Roy Road, 25 Tiljala
Lane, 5 Sapgachi 1st Lane and surroundings
in Ward No. 66. Estimated Amount (Including
GST & CESS) : Rs. 2,97,080.24. Earnest money :
Rs. 6,000.00. Period of completion : 45 days.

(15) NIT No.: KMC/EEC/VII/66/52/23-24/R

Name of the Work : Improvement of stage at Hall
Room, Repairing of Boundary Gates and others
in Tiljala High School (Higher Secondary), 143,
Picnic Garden Road, Kolkata 700039 in Ward
No. 66. Estimated Amount (Including GST & CESS):
Rs. 4,99,916.84. Earnest money : Rs. 10,000.00.
Period of completion : 60 days. Last date and time
of submission of bid : 12.03.2024 up to 12 noon.
[For SI. No. 1 to 15]. Tender will be opened on :
14.03.2024 at 12 noon. [For Sl. No. 1 to 15]. The
bid forms and other details are available on and
from 29.02.2024 at (6.55 p.m.) from the website

https://etender.wb.nic.in [For SI. No. 1 to 15].
1519/23-24

Rs. 5,600.00.

Rs.

Rs. 5,100.00.
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Gautam Gambhir Urges BJP To
"Relieve Him From Political Du-
ties". The decision to quit politics
comes amid reports that Gautam
Gambhir may not get a ticket for
the upcoming 2024 polls.

Lok Sabha polis:
Election Com-
mission calls for
strong action
against officials
indulging in
favouritism

New Delhi, 2 March: The
Election Commission of India
on Saturday directed all the dis-
trict magistrates and superin-
tendents of police to take strong
action against officials, who are
indulging in favouritism.The
poll body's move comes in a bid
to ensure "temptation free (in-
ducement-mukt)" Lok Sabha
elections and provide a level-
playing field to all the political
parties.Chief Election Commis-
sioner Rajiv Kumar said that di-
rections have been issued to all
the DMs and SPs to ensure level
playing field for all the political
parties, and to take strong action
against those officials indulging
in favouritism.

"Ensure impartiality with
junior officials working at cut-
ting-edge level for level playing
field. All the DEOs (District
Election Officers) have been
asked to immediately act on the
complaint lodged by the politi-
cal parties," Kumar told re-
porters in Lucknow.

"At present, no complaint
is pending and all the problems
have been satisfactorily re-
dressed," he said.Kumar, who
was accompanied by Election
Commissioner Arun Goel, also
asked the officials to check
cases of impersonation.

The chief election commis-
sioner said that immediate ac-
tion should be taken against
people, who are involved in
fraudulent activities pertaining
to the election process.

"SOP for defining the size
of flag should be applicable
equally to all. Counting of
postal ballots should be held
first. The movement of the
EVMs should be in official ve-
hicles,and the vehicles should
be equipped with GPS track-
ing," Kumar said."Timely deliv-
ery of EPIC and
information slip should also be
ensured," he added.

The chief election commis-
sioner also said that voters
posted on election duty should
cast their postal ballot at the
voter facilitation centre."The
names and numbers of the elec-
tion observers should be made
public so that it could be ac-
cessed by all," Kumar said.He
added that a social media cell
should be made at the district
level for tackling fake news so
that "false narratives are tackled
immediately".

voter

New Delhi, 2 March: The Delhi
Police has stepped up security
after a low-intensity blast at a pop-
ular Bengaluru cafe left 10 people
injured, an official said today. Dis-
tricts police chiefs have been di-
rected to increase vigil in crowded
areas, especially in Delhi's mar-
kets, the official said. A senior po-
lice
associations have been asked to
remain alert and approach their
local police stations in case they
find any suspicious activity.

The associations have also

officer said  market

been directed to ensure that
CCTV cameras installed on the
premises are functional, he said.
Another officer said the Delhi Po-
lice has asked its bomb disposal
squads and bomb detection teams
to stay on alert.Ten people, includ-
ing staff members and customers,
were injured after a low-intensity
blast rocked Rameshwaram Cafe
in Bengaluru's Brookefield area
on Saturday.

The Bengaluru Police said
the blast was caused by an impro-
vised explosive device fitted with

a timer in a bag left near the
eatery's handwash area by a "cus-
tomer".

The owner of the Ramesh-
waram cafe in Bengaluru, where a
low-intensity bomb blast left 10
people injured on Friday, spoke to
NDTV and recounted the se-
quence of events that led to the
explosion at her Whitefield outlet.

The owner, Divya
Raghavendra Rao, said that the
suspect was seen having rava idli
before leaving his bag in the
restaurant."My mobile phone was
not with me when the blast took
place and when I picked it up,
there were too many missed calls.
When I called back my team, they
told me that there was a blast in
the restaurant," she said.

"The first thing that I thought
was that maybe the blast took
place due to something inside the
kitchen. But then we found out
that there were no injuries or
blood inside the kitchen and that
the blast took place in the cus-
tomer area,”" Ms Rao added.

Karnataka Chief Miniter Siddaramaiah visits the Rameshwaram Cafe blast site. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah convened a meeting of senior Home Department officials in the wake of the blast.

Gentre signs tripartite pact to bring 'lasting solution’
to problems of Tripura's indigenous people

New Delhi, 2 March: A tripartite agreement between
TIPRA Motha and the governments of Tripura and
India was signed on Saturday in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to bring a "lasting solution"
to the problems of the state's indigenous people. With
the signing of the agreement, the government has re-
spected history, corrected past wrongs and accepted the
present reality to proceed towards a brighter future,
Shah said."I assure all stakeholders of Tripura that you
won't have to fight for your rights anymore. The gov-

New Delhi, 2 March: The Amer-
ican think tank Brookings Institu-
tion, in its latest report, lauded
India for eliminating extreme
poverty, marking a significant
milestone in the nation's socio-
economic landscape. Authored by
economists Surjit Bhalla and
Karan Bhasin, the report attributes
the achievement to the Indian
government's robust policy initia-
tives focused on redistribution,
fostering growth
throughout the past decade.

The study puts out statistics
that show a substantial decline in
the headcount poverty ratio and a

inclusive

were signed.

surge in household consumption.
The data presented challenges to
previous estimates by the World
Bank, indicating a lower number
of impoverished individuals in
India. One of the pivotal factors
contributing to this success, ac-
cording to the study, is the amal-
gamation of high economic
growth and a significant reduction
in income inequality. The 'head-
count poverty ratio at the purchase
power parity $1.9 level plum-
meted from 12.2% in 2011-12 to
a mere 2% in 2022-23.

The authors asserted that the
elevated consumption growth in

ernment of India will be two steps ahead in creating
mechanisms to safeguard your rights," he said at an
event held at North Block here. The home minister said
no one can change history but everyone can learn from
their past mistakes and move ahead.

He said the Tripura Indigenous Progressive Re-
gional Alliance, popularly known as TIPRA Motha, and
all tribal parties have played a constructive role and the
BJP government in Tripura also worked sincerely to-
wards this agreement. Shah added that under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government, 11 peace and
boundary settlement agreements in Northeastern states

He said the peace pact with the insurgent group
National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) was
signed first and this will be the last for the Northeast
before going to the Lok Sabha polls.Tipra Motha
supremo Pradyot Debbarma was on a 'fast-unto-death’
to demand a permanent solution to the problems of the
indigenous people.Following assurance of the inter-
locutors of the Central government, he came to the na-
tional capital and agreed for the pact.

rural areas is a direct outcome of

the government's unwavering
commitment to redistribution.
Publicly funded initiatives, such
as the national mission for con-
structing toilets and the drive for

Bengal's development not in right direction, we
tried to course correct: PM Modi in Krishnanagar

Kolkata, 2 March: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on Saturday
stepped up the attack against the
Mamata Banerjee government, la-
belling it as being synonymous
with "oppression, dynasty politics,
and betrayal" and claimed that the
TMC has achieved a "mastery" in
turning schemes into scams.

Speaking at a rally in Krish-
nanagar in Nadia district, Modi
outlined an ambitious target for
the BJP to win all the 42 Lok
Sabha seats in the state, emphasis-
ing the essential correlation be-
tween West Bengal's progress and
that of the nation.He rallied sup-
porters to "ensure the proliferation
of the lotus", the electoral symbol
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), in every Lok Sabha con-
stituency in the state.

Referring to the incidents in
Sandeshkhali, where women have
levelled charges of sexual abuse
against TMC leaders, Modi ac-
cused the government of abandon-
ing the aggrieved women and
instead siding with the accused.

"People of West Bengal are
disappointed by the way the state

1t

government is functioning. They
have repeatedly given such huge
mandates to the TMC with great
expectations, but the party has be-
come another name for tyranny,
dynasty politics and betrayal. The
TMC's priority is corruption and
nepotism, not development of the
state," he said. Taking at dig, Modi
articulated an acronym for the
TMC, asserting it now epitomises
'"Tu, Main, aur Corruption hi Cor-
ruption' (you, me, and corruption).
He lambasted the party for appro-
priating central schemes, branding
those as their own, and fostering a
culture of "graft and favouritism".

"The TMC has tainted the
image of West Bengal. It has
achieved mastery in turning every
scheme into a scam. They put a
sticker on central schemes and
call it theirs. They don't hesitate in
snatching from the poor and de-
priving them," he said. Modi
claimed that 'tolabaj' (extortion-
ists) of the TMC "call the shots"
in West Bengal and "wield undue
influence in the state, obstructing
the implementation of central
schemes".

Modi attacks TMC over corruption, sets target for Bengal BIP to win all 42 Lok Sabha seats

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
unveils development projects
worth Rs 15,000 crore in Bengal

Kolkata, 2 March: Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled devel-
opment projects worth Rs 15,000 crore in West Bengal on Saturday.
The prime minister unveiled the projects at an official function in Kr-
ishnanagar in Nadia district. Addressing the programme, he said these
initiatives were aimed at making West Bengal a developed state.
"These projects will provide momentum to West Bengal's economic
growth and create job opportunities," he added. The PM laid the
foundation stone of Damodar Valley Corporation's Raghunathpur
Thermal Power Station Phase II (2x660 mw), located in the Purulia
district. He inaugurated the flue gas desulfurisation (FGD) system
at Mejia Thermal Power Station, developed at Rs 650 crore. He also
inaugurated the four-laning of the 100-km-long Farakka-Raiganj sec-
tion of NH-12, built at Rs 1,986 crore.The PM dedicated to the nation
four rail projects worth more than Rs 940 crore in the state. These
are the doubling of the Damodar-Mohishila line, the third line be-
tween Rampurhat and Murarai, the doubling of Bazarsau-Azimganj
rail line and a new line connecting Azimganj and Murshidabad, an
official statement said. Governor CV Ananda Bose was among those
present at the programme. The expelled Lok Sabha MP from Krish-
nagar, Mahua Moitra, had extended an invite but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chose to ignore her and her invite. Instead he sharp-
ened the attack on the ruling Trinamul in Bengal on Saturday with
tolabaaj (extortionist) on his lips on the second day of his Vijay
Sankalp Yatra in Nadia’s Krishnagar and asked for all 42 seats from

Bengal in the next Lok Sabha polls.

People displaced by Manipur vi-
olence to cast votes at special
polling stations in relief camps

Imphal, 2 March: Special polling

stations will be set up at relief

camps to enable people displaced
due to the ethnic strife in Manipur
to cast their votes in the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections, an official
statement said.The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has issued
directions in this regard, the state-
ment issued by the state Chief Elec-
toral Officer on Friday said.

"A large number of electors
registered in several parts of the
state were displaced from their na-
tive places during the conflict that
started on May 3, 2023. Presently,
they are residing in relief camps in
various districts. The displaced
electors are still enrolled at the
places where they were residents
before the conflict started," it
stated. "The ECI, after due consul-
tation with the central and state
governments, has directed that all
such displaced persons who had to
leave their native places during the
conflict shall continue to be borne
on the electoral rolls of the assem-
bly and parliamentary constituen-
cies concerned in the state," the
statement said.

"As per past precedent of sim-
ilar nature, the internally displaced

universal access to electricity,
modern cooking fuel, and piped
water, have played a pivotal role,
the study said.

Highlighting the impact of
such policies, the report notes a
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electors shall be provided with the
facility to vote at special polling
stations to be set up in relief
camps," it added.

Voting in these special polling
stations "shall be conducted using
separate EVMs for each parliamen-
tary constituency".All rules and di-
rections applicable for the conduct
of polls at the original polling sta-
tions will apply at these special
polling stations as well, it added.

Counting of votes polled at
the special polling stations will be
conducted by designated assistant
returning officers (AROs) at the
specified counting centres specially
set up for this purpose with the
prior approval of the Commission.

to piped water from 16.8% in Au-
gust 2019 to an impressive 74.7%
at present.

The authors emphasise that
the elimination of extreme
poverty in India not only heralds
positive implications for global
poverty rates but also signals the
need for the nation to graduate to
a higher poverty line.

The report comes at a time
when two of the world's leading
economies - Japan and the UK -
have slipped into recession.
Britain recently revealed a 0.3
percent contraction in the fourth

A majority of over 50,000 in-
ternally displaced people are cur-
rently staying at relief centres
across five valley districts and three
hill districts.At least 219 people
have been killed in the ethnic strife
in the state that started on May 3
last year after a 'Tribal Solidarity
March' was organised in the hill
districts to protest against the
Meitei community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.

Meiteis account for about 53
per cent of Manipur's population
and live mostly in the Imphal Val-
ley, while tribals, which include
Nagas and Kukis, constitute 40 per
cent and reside mainly in the hill
districts.

quarter of 2023 and has officially
entered a recession. Japan, once
poised to become the world's
largest economy, has also been
struggling to recover after the
Covid pandemic which crippled
the country's finances.

The spotlight has now turned
on India, which has emerged as a
beacon of opportunity for in-
vestors. Projections from the In-
Monetary  Fund
suggest that India is poised to
overtake both Japan and Germany
in terms of economic output, with
estimates placing the shift in 2026
and 2027, respectively.

ternational

Congress will pro-
vide MSP to farm-
ers legally, says
Rahul Gandhiin
Madhya Prallesn_

P

New Delhi, 2 March: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Satur-
day said his party will provide
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
to farmers legally if it came to
power at the Centre.

He was speaking at a pub-
lic meeting in Morena after his
‘Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra' en-
tered Madhya Pradesh from Ra-
jasthan.

The BJP government at the
Centre has waived loans of Rs
16 lakh crore of ten to fifteen in-
dustrialists but it is denying
(legally guaranteed) MSP to
farmers, he alleged.

Farmer organisations in
Punjab and Haryana are cur-
rently agitating for legally guar-
anteed MSP for crops.

Gandhi also claimed that
73 percent people of the country
including Other Backward
Classes, Dalits and tribals do not
have any representation in the
government and various other
sectors, and a caste-based cen-
sus will ensure justice to them.

Such a census will ensure
equal participation of these
communities in various sectors,
the Congress leader said.

Earlier in the afternoon,
MP Congress president Jitu Pat-
wari welcomed Gandhi and sen-
ior leader Ashok Gehlot at the
border of Morena district. The
Yatra resumed from Dholpur in
Rajasthan after a five-day break.
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State government issues commerclal permits to owners of two-wheelers Schools worry over early
arrival of central forces

Kolkata, 2 March: The state gov-
ernment on Friday started issuing
commercial number plates and
permits to the owners of two-
wheelers who use their vehicles
for business purposes.

Transport minister Snehasis
Chakraborty handed over com-
mercial permits and number plates
to the owners of more than 120
two-wheelers at a programme in
Salt Lake.

Officials said the move was
aimed at legalising the use of two-
wheelers for commercial purposes
such as delivering goods.

“We have been receiving
complaints from a number of two-
wheeler owners who said they

were being booked by police for
not possessing commercial num-
ber plates and permits,”
ister said.“The state government
has made it clear that personal ve-

the min-

hicles, including two-wheelers,
can’t be used for commercial ac-
tivities because that is against law.
We are happy to issue commercial
number plates and permits to

2 hostel rooms ravaged by hlaze at Lee
Memorlal Mlssmn students evacuated

Kolkata, 2 March: A fire sus-
pected to have
women’s hostel on the campus of
a missionary school in central Cal-
cutta gutted at least two rooms and
forced an emergency evacuation
of hundreds of students who were
attending classes in another wing
of the same building on Friday
morning.Police said there were no
reports of anyone having been
trapped or injured in the fire at Lee
Memorial Mission. But several
women, many of whom have risen
over hardships to pursue educa-
tionor a vocation, lost all their
books and belongings. And hun-
dreds of children spent a horrify-
ing time in an open field looking
up at the leaping flames.Lee Me-

"We Won't Forget
You": Alexei
Navainy's Sup-
porters Gather To
Say Goodhye

Moscow, 2 March: In a candle-lit
Moscow church, mourners stood
Friday in silence around the coffin
of late opposition leader Alexei
Navalny as thousands paid tribute
outside. Two weeks after his death
in an Arctic prison, Alexei
Navalny's family could finally say
goodbye.The unassuming, domed
Orthodox church in a quiet corner
of Moscow was not completely
full, and many stood outside wait-
ing to enter.Those who were per-
mitted included Alexei Navalny's
parents. His body lay in a coffin,
his face waxy and drawn.

When the brief funeral serv-
ice was over, the casket was im-
mediately closed, even as many
shouted: "Let me say goodbye,
don't close it!"Outside, a stream of
defiant mourners that had begun
slowly massing earlier in the day
clapped.Many wept, holding flow-
ers. Outside the cemetery where
he was buried, some mourners
shouted: "We won't forget you!"
and "Forgive us!".

An elderly man in the crowd
yelled out: "He was telling the
truth about Russia. Thank you."
His death in a high-security prison
colony above the Arctic Circle
sparked despair among his sup-
porters, many of them young Rus-
sians who saw Alexei Navalny as
their best chance for change.

But that despair turned into
defiance on Friday, despite a
heavy police presence and con-
cern about arrests."People like
him shouldn't die," a mourner
named Anna told AFP, as a large
queue of thousands began snaking
round the streets on the way to the
church.

"Honest. Principled. Ready
to put themselves on the altar. He
went all the way," she said.
Bustling in winter coats and hats,
many in the crowd held up their
phones to film -- a scene reminis-
cent of the rallies Alexei Navalny
amassed in the capital just a
decade before."It's a bit scary, be-
cause you don't know what it will
turn into," said 37-year-old doctor
Maxim. "But I think it's a way for
people to wake up and not be
silent." Since the Kremlin
launched its full-scale military in-
tervention in Ukraine just over
two years ago, public dissent is
rare.

started at a

morial Mission is located on Raja
Subodh Mullick Square Road, a
stone’s throw from Lenin Sarani
on one side and Creek Row on the
other. Its campus has several facil-
ities — Lee Memorial Girls” High
School, a primary school, a school
up to Class VIII, a girls’ hostel and
a hostel for women. As I went up,
stench hit me like a wave: Student
recalls harrowing incident at Lee
Memorial MissionAs I went up,
stench hit me like a wave: Student
recalls harrowing incident at Lee
Memorial MissionThe fire started
in the women’s hostel. Students-
from outside Bengal who are pur-
suing higher studies stay on the
second and thirdfloors of the four-
storeyed building. Some women

staff members also stay in the
women’s accommodation, offi-
cials said.Police sources said there
are more than 40 rooms in the
building, of which around 20 were
occupied by outstation students
who are pursuing higher studies.A
Class X student, who was in her
classroom on the first floor, said:
“We were having our geography
class when a senior teacher came
running to our class and said
there was a fire on the third floor.
We were asked to immediately
vacate the building.”The fire, the
student said, was reported from
one of the rooms just above the
classroom where she was sit-
ting.The children were queu-ed
out of the classroomsand shifted
to a ground near the school.By
the time the fire could be extin-
guished, the flames had engulfed
two rooms on the second floor.
The belongings of the students
who lived there were gutted. Sev-
eral young women who are pur-
suing their postgraduation and
are residents of the women’s
accom-modation were seen run-
ning to the charred rooms around
an hour after the flameshad been
doused, hoping to recover some
of their belongings.

some of the two-wheeler owners
who are engaged in commercial
activities. This should mark the
beginning of switching over to
commercial number plates by oth-

ers who have not done so.”

There are some 20,000-odd
bike taxi operators in the city and
its adjoining areas. Transport de-
partment officials said most of the
two-wheelers are registered as pri-
vate vehicles.Cities like Delhi,
Mumbai and Bangalore have
banned the use of two-wheelers
with private registration as bike
taxis.

For some time now, the state
government has been trying to
bring the owners of two-wheelers
used for commercial purposes
within a legal framework.

The transport department has
been urging the owners of the
two-wheelers to get their vehicles

re-registered as “commercial ve-
hicles” but the response has not
been encouraging.A negligible
percentage of two-wheeler owners
switched to the commercial mode.

Last March, the state govern-
ment had offered all bike taxi
drivers road permits to operate
across five interconnected dis-
tricts. The permits are for “con-
tract carriage”.

“The system for commercial
two-wheelers is different from the
ones that are privately registered,”
said a senior official in the trans-
port department.

“We hope those who re-
ceived the commercial number
plates will inspire others to do so.”

session on overtaking huses and trucks:
Road saietvcamnalgn lﬂl‘ lul(ers

Kolkata, 2 March: A road safety
session taught two-wheeler riders
why they should not ride right
next to buses and trucks and
should avoid overtaking them
from close as these vehicles offer
limited visibility to their drivers.

The two-wheeler riders were
then made to sit in the driver’s
seat and asked to see through the
rear-view mirrors inside and out-
side the vehicle, as well as
through the front windshield, and
spot the two-wheelers.

The sessions are being or-
ganised by officers of the Bidhan-
nagar Police Commissionerate At
the workshops in Salt Lake and on
VIP Road on Friday, police per-
sonnel demonstrated the dangers
by placing marking tapes as well
as motorcycles, bicycles and
scooters around a couple of buses.

“We placed the tapes as well
as vehicles directly in front of a
bus, just behind it and on either
side below the windows of the dri-
ver’s and the helper’s seats. We
then asked those who ride two-
wheelers to sit in the driver’s seat
and try to spot the motorcycles,
bicycles and the scooters. None of
them could,” said an officer.

Brotin Ghoshal, from Tegho-
ria, told the police that on several

Biden Says US Military To Airdrop

Food And Supplles Into Gaza

Washington, 2 March: U.S. President Joe Biden an-
nounced on Friday plans to carry out a first military
airdrop of food and supplies into Gaza, a day after
the deaths of Palestinians queuing for aid threw a
spotlight on an unfolding humanitarian catastrophe
in the crowded coastal enclave.Biden said the U.S.
airdrop would take place in the coming days but of-
fered no further specifics. Other countries, including
Jordan and France, have already carried out airdrops
of aid into Gaza."We need to do more and the United
States will do more," Biden told reporters, adding that
"aid flowing to Gaza is nowhere nearly enough."

At the White House, spokesperson John Kirby
stressed that airdrops would become "a sustained ef-
fort." He added that the first airdrop would be likely
be military MREs, or "meals ready-to-eat.""This isn't
going to be one and done," Kirby said.Biden told re-
porters that the U.S. was also looking at the possibil-
ity of a maritime corridor to deliver large amounts of
aid into Gaza.At least 576,000 people in the Gaza
Strip - one quarter of the enclave's population - are
one step away from famine, according to the U.N. Of-
fice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

Gaza health authorities said Israeli forces had
killed more than 100 people trying to reach a relief
convoy near Gaza City early on Thursday, as Pales-
tinians face an increasingly desperate situation nearly
five months into the war that began with a Hamas at-
tack on Israel on Oct. 7.Israel blamed most of the
deaths on crowds that swarmed around aid trucks,
saying victims had been trampled or run over. An Is-
raeli official also said troops had "in a limited re-
sponse" later fired on crowds they felt had posed a

getting in aid.

threat. With people eating animal feed and even cac-
tuses to survive, and with medics saying children are
dying in hospitals from malnutrition and dehydration,
the U.N. has said it faces "overwhelming obstacles"

David Deptula, a retired U.S. Air Force three-
star general who once commanded the no-fly zone
over northern Iraq, said airdrops are something the
U.S. military can effectively execute."It is something
that's right up their mission alley," Deptula told
Reuters."There are a lot of detailed challenges. But
there's nothing insurmountable."Still, there have been
questions about the effectiveness of air dropping aid
into Gaza.A U.S. official, speaking on the condition
of anonymity, said the airdrops would have only a
limited impact on the suffering of those in Gaza.

"It doesn't deal with the root cause," the official
said, adding that ultimately only opening up land bor-
ders could deal with the issue in a serious manner.An-
other issue, the official added, was that the U.S. could
not ensure that the aid simply didn't end up in Hamas'
hands, given that the United States did not have
troops on the ground.

occasions he had observed that
buses move slowly to pick up pas-
sengers and then suddenly accel-
erate.

Trucks, too, accelerate errat-
ically. “I have seen this several
times — a heavy vehicle that has
been moving slowly suddenly
picks up speed. This makes it dan-
gerous to overtake them,” said
Ghoshal.Traffic police officers ex-
plained that one of the main rea-
sons for this was that the driver of
the larger vehicle was not aware
that a two-wheeler was behind or
beside his vehicle.

“Before attempting to over-
take any vehicle, particularly
larger ones, one should warn the
other driver. Use the horn and
flash the headlight and the indica-
tor and make the driver in front re-

alise which direction you are
headed.It is important to wait for
the bigger vehicle to move aside
before attempting to overtake it.
Large and heavy vehicles have
several blind spots around them,”
a senior officer of the airport traf-
fic guard said.

Blind spots are those areas
on the road that a driver cannot
see from his seat while looking
forward or through the rear-view
or side mirrors.Those present at
the road safety sessions were also
shown footage of road accidents
captured by CCTV cameras in-
stalled along VIP Road and in Salt
Lake.Gaurav Sharma, the Bidhan-
nagar police commissioner, told
Metro on Friday that these work-
shops and campaigns would con-
tinue.

Israeli Bombing Kills 7
Hostages In Gaza, Says Hamas

Hamas, 2 March: Hamas said on
Friday that seven more hostages
seized during its unprecedented at-
tack on southern Israel on October
7 had died because of Israeli mili-
tary operations in Gaza."After ex-
amination and scrutiny during
recent weeks, we have confirmed
the martyrdom of a number of our
mujahideen and the killing of
seven enemy prisoners in the Gaza
Strip as a result of the Zionist (Is-
raeli) bombing," said a statement
attributed to a spokesman for its
military wing, the Ezzedine al-
Qassam Brigades.Hamas seized
around 250 Israelis and foreigners
during the October 7 attack on
southern Israel, which resulted in
the deaths of about 1,160 people,
mostly civilians, according to an
AFP tally based on official figures.
Around 130 are still held

captive.Prior to Friday's an-
nouncement by Hamas, which
AFP could not independently con-
firm, this included 31 that Israel
said were presumed dead, among
them six soldiers.Friday's Hamas
statement said the number of
hostages killed as a result of Israeli
military operations "may have ex-
ceeded" 70.The reason for the dis-
crepancy was not clear.During a
week-long truce in November a
total of 105 hostages were re-
leased, the Israelis among them in
exchange for Palestinians held in
Israeli jails.Egyptian, Qatari and
US mediators are scrambling to
lock down a new truce in Gaza,
where Israel's campaign to elimi-
nate Hamas has killed at least
30,228 people, mostly women and
children, according to the Hamas-
ruled territory's health ministry.

"Beyond Alarming™ Rishi Sunak's Impassioned Plea To Save British Democracy

London, 2 March: UK Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak has issued
an impassioned plea for Britain to
protect its democracy as he
warned that extremist forces were
out to tear the country apart and
undermine its multi-faith identity.
Referencing his own Hindu be-
liefs, the British Indian leader on
Friday stressed that the enduring
values of the UK are about em-
bracing migrants of all faiths and
ethnicities and urged protesters to
ensure peaceful demonstrations
are not hijacked by extremist
forces.

"Immigrants who have come
here have integrated and con-
tributed. They have helped write
the latest chapter in our island
story. They have done this with-
out being required to give up their

identity," said Rishi Sunak in a
speech outside 10 Downing
Street.

"You can be a practising
Hindu and a proud Briton as I am,
or a devout Muslim and a patri-
otic citizen as so many are, or a
committed Jewish person and the

heart of your local community,
and all underpinned by the toler-
ance of our established, Christian
church," he said.

"But I fear that our great

achievement in building the
world's most successful multi-eth-
nic, multi faith democracy is
being deliberately undermined.
There are forces here at home try-
ing to tear us apart," he added.
He was speaking soon after
what he characterised as the "be-
yond alarming" win in a bye-elec-
tion on Thursday of a

controversial politician, George
Galloway, in Greater Manchester
following a campaign dominated
by the divisions of the Israel-
Hamas conflict.

He said on too many occa-
sions recently, the streets of
Britain had been hijacked by
small groups who are hostile to
British values and have no respect
for its democratic traditions.

"Islamist extremists and the
far right feed off and embolden
each other. They are equally des-
perate to pretend that their vio-

lence is somehow justified when
actually these groups are two
sides of the same extremist
coin... both loathe the pluralist,
modern country we are," he said.

The British Prime Minister
stressed that both these groups of
extremists were spreading the
poison of extremism with the
aim of draining Britain's confi-
dence. He added: "No country is
perfect, but I am enormously
proud of the good that our coun-
try has done."

"I stand here as our country's
first non-white Prime Minister,
leading the most diverse govern-
ment in our country's history to
tell people of all races, all faiths
and all backgrounds it is not the
colour of your skin, the God you
believe in or where you were
born, that will determine your
success but just your own hard
work and endeavour."

Rishi Sunak reiterated his
support for a new protocol agreed
with the police forces of the coun-
try earlier this week to take action
against violent activities that

threaten the personal security of
members of Parliament and also
any violence during serial protests
taking place in response to the Is-
racl-Hamas conflict. He said
threats of violence and intimida-
tion are alien to the British way of
doing things and must be resisted
at all times.

"I love this country. My fam-
ily and I owe it so much. The time
has now come for us all to stand
together to combat the forces of
division and beat this poison. We
must face down the extremists
who would tear us apart," he
urged.

Following weeks of simmer-
ing tension in the UK over the
Gaza conflict, Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak Friday said that the
"time has come" to battle extrem-
ist forces as he warned "democ-
racy itself is a target".

In an unusual address from
outside his Downing Street home,
Sunak said that "in recent weeks
and months,
shocking increase in extremist
disruption and criminality."

we have seen a

Kolkata, 2 March: The early ar-
rival of central forces has left
many schools in Kolkata and its
surroundings worried.Police have
started writing to these schools
asking for their premises to house
the forces. At least four schools
have already received such letters.

The school heads said this
year the central forces are arriving
earlier than what is usual for an
election season.Holding classes as
usual and conducting the summa-
tive tests could be difficult, sev-
eral school heads said.

The historic Bethune Colle-
giate School in north Kolkata has
suspended classesup to Class VIII
for the time being as the central
forces are expected to use the
school premises.The school said
in a notice circulated among
guardians on Thursday that stu-
dents up to Class VIII should wait
for the next notice to know about
the resumption of classes.

“We were alerted by Burtolla
police station on Thursday that six
rooms would be requisitioned by
the central forces. We plan to hold
classes on alternate days at the pri-
mary level. We would inform the
parents of the upper primary sec-
tion about the resumption of
classes soon following a meeting
with the parents. Classes IX and X
will be held as usual. The practi-
cals of Class XI, scheduled next
week, will be held as usual,” said
Sabari Bhattacharya, the teacher-
in-charge.

Lake Town police station last
week informed Sanjay Barua, the
headmaster of Naraindas Bangur
Memorial Multipurpose School
on Bangur Avenue on the northern

fringes of the city about the arrival
of the central forces.

“We have been told that we
have to make 12 out of 15 rooms
available for the use of the central
forces. The central forces are
likely to arrive anytime. Since
most of the rooms would be req-
uisitioned, we are worried about
conducting classes,” said Barua.

“In the last Parliament elec-
tions, as far as I know, the forces
set up their base in April. I have
heard since additional central
forces are being deployed for the
Lok Sabha polls this year, the
forces are being asked to set up
their bases early. But we are wor-
ried about how classes would be
held as the forces are expected to
stay till the election results are an-
nounced,” the headmaster said. In
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, the
counting was held in May.

The Telegraph reported on
February 29 that the Election
Commission of India has decided
to deploy 58 companies of central
forces in five districts in and
around Kolkata.Classes remained
suspended at Naraindas Bangur
Memorial Multipurpose School
following the conduct of the HS
examination from February 16 to
29.

Headmaster Barua said: “We
had plans to hold the summative
tests from Classes I to X in April.
But if the forces take possession
of so many rooms, how will we
hold the exams?”

In government, government-
aided, and government-sponsored
schools, students are assessed
through a combination of forma-
tive and summative tests.

Today's Horoscope

ARIES: You experience a sense of freedom

today. And in this mood you feel like doing all
the things that you loved to do in your childhood.
It is a nice time to take your family on an outing.

TAURUS: You have a hectic day ahead, says
Ganesha. You will be immersed in your work all
day long and will love doing so. A lot will get
done by the end of the day.

GEMINI: It's time you took stock of your personal
life. Is there someone you want to propose but are
afraid to do so? Ganesha advises you not to let the
fear of rejection stop you from making an effort.

CANCER: Ganesha says that this will be a
unique and auspicious day for you. You will get
clue and hints of this from morning itself. A reli-
gious ceremony in the house.

¥ LEO : You will have to bear more responsibili-
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ties in the office. You need to carefully weigh
your alternatives before making a decision. On
the personal front.

VIRGO: Today is a mixed bag of values and prag-
matism, says Ganesha, and if there were to be a com-
petition for the most humanitarian person, you would
be likely to win hands down.

LIBRA: It is very likely that you will arouse im-
mense jealousy in others with your success and
growth in business. Your business rivals may attempt
to dent your credit worthiness in one way or the other.

SCORPIO: The grey strands on your head is
not just a colour, but speaks about your experi-
ences. Your wisdom will make you take appro-
priate decisions at work.

SAGITTARIUS: Today is a curiously interesting
day for you. While you are always well-groomed,
today, you may take that extra bit of care to look
best and attract a lot of praise for that too.

CAPRICORN: If wasteful expenditure has left
your bank balance a tad below what you had an-
ticipated, you will have reasons to rejoice today,

AQUARIUS: Do you wish to have a new car or
any other property? Make the bookings today,
as it is favourable day to make such purchases.
You will prioritise your needs.

PIECES: Fear is a part and parcel of life, and while
it can not be eliminated, it can certainly be tamed,
and that is what you will be doing today. All your

suppressed audacity will be on full display.
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Ahead 0f Twins Winston And Viraaj's 12th Birthday,

Mumbai, 2 March: Stop what-
ever you are doing and head over
to Celina Jaitly's Instagram page.
The actress has shared a throw-
back picture from the first-ever
hike with her twins, Winston and
Viraaj. In the image, Celina, along
with her husband, Peter Haag, can
be seen posing with their little
ones. Sharing the story behind the
frame, Celina wrote in the caption,
“Winston and Viraaj were only
about two months old and we had
to move to Singapore from Dubai.
My husband Peter Haag was very
keen we return to #austria before
Singapore and have the boys
touch their paternal homeland. So
after a Pooja in India at my par-
ents place in Mhow ( MP) where
my Mom knitted these two baby
suits magically in 4 days flat for
the trip we arrived in Austria.”
She continued, “My husband
(Peter Haag) a typical moun-
taineer wanted to do the babies
(Winston and Viraaj) first hike. [
was in complete shock n not sure.
We ended up with a three hour

hike up to Mammoth Caves with
forty-five day old twins strapped
on to us. At first I was mad at

I’S Pics From Their”

R
Peter for this strange idea but then

I saw many couples like us hiking
at high altitude with small little

Trending Pics From Ishgbaaz
Star Surbhi Chandna's Haldi

And Chooda Ceremony

Mumbai, 2 March: Love is in the air as Ishgbaaz
actress Surbhi Chandna is all set to get married to her
boyfriend of 13 years, Karan Sharma, today (March
2). Ahead of their big fat Indian wedding, captivating
glimpses from the bride-to-be's haldi and chooda cer-
emonies have taken the internet by storm. Embracing
tradition with elegance, Surbhi Chandna dazzled in a
golden sequined ensemble for the chooda ceremony.
Her ensemble, comprising a kurti, sharara, and sheer
dupatta, was complemented by antique jewellery and
a bindi. With her hair elegantly tied into a bun, she
radiated sheer joy as her family showered her with
rose petals.

Transitioning to the haldi ceremony, Surbhi
Chandna wore a halter neck top adorned with vibrant
pearls and shells, paired with a purple-hued skirt em-
bellished with beads and coloured crystals. Karan
Sharma complemented her look with a golden kurta
paired with a white pathani. In one of the viral videos,
the couple is seen making a full Bollywood-style
entry to the venue.The wedding festivities for the
couple kicked off with a vibrant mehendi ceremony
followed by a Sufi night on Friday (March 1). Photos
and videos capturing the magic of Surbhi Chandna
and Karan Sharma's wedding festivities are making
waves on social media.

The couple exchanged rings during the Sufi night.
Dressed in matching black sequin ensembles, they ex-
uded elegance and charm. Surbhi Chandna wore a chic
ensemble comprising a sequined bralette top and flared
pants, elegantly draped in a sheer overcoat. She acces-
sorised her look with statement jewellery, including a
striking neckpiece and earrings. Meanwhile, Karan
looked suave in a simple short kurta paired with Patiala

pyjamas, topped off with a sequined jacket. In one of
the videos, the couple could be seen dancing joyously
to the rhythm of soulful music, their spirits soaring

high with happiness and love.

A day ago, the actress also celebrated her bach-
elorette alongside her Ishgbaaz co-stars Shrenu
Parikh, Nehalaxmi Iyer, Mansi Srivastava, Kunal Jais-
ingh, and Mrinal Deshraj. Surbhi Chandna was
dressed in a chic yellow-and-white ensemble. Sharing
the photos on Instagram, the bride-to-be wrote, "The
A gang made sure I have a blast just before I am no
longer a Bachelor and I can't thank them enough cause
koi special feel karana inse seekhe. Two days of Mad-
ness begins and reliving my bachelorette here."

babies. The twins slept through
the entire hike both up and down
the mountain waking briefly only
for feeds.”

“I (Celina Jaitly) could not
believe it but like true Austrians
and Indian pahadi's they were
very at peace in the mountains and
still are. All three kids are like
mountain goats. I guess it runs in
their blood from both sides. On
24th March our first set of twins
Winston & Viraaj will turn 12
years old. My phone popped this
beautiful memory and it made me
realise children grow up so fast,
Celina Jaitly concluded.Celina
Jaitly and Peter Haag got married
in 2011. The couple welcomed
twin boys Winston and Viraaj in
March 2012.

In 2017, they were blessed
with another set of twin boys,
Arthur and Shamsher. Tragically,
Shamsher passed away due to a
serious heart condition. On the
work front, Celina Jaitly was last
seen in the short film Season's
Greetings.

Tiger Shroff celebrated his birthday with the paparazzi.

Rashmika Mandanna Confirms
She And Vijay Deverakonda Are
Looking For "A Script Together"

Mumbai, 2 March: Rashmika
Mandanna, who is in Japan to at-
tend the Crunchyroll Anime
Awards, shared that she and Vijay
Deverakonda are looking for an
opportunity to work together in
her conversation with Pinkvilla.
Rashmika, who co-starred with
Vijay in Geetha Govindam, Dear
Comrade, told Pinkvilla, "We're
definitely looking for a script to-
gether. It's been really long, and I
can see that fans are really waiting
for our collaboration next time.
And if something really interest-
ing comes up, definitely." Rash-
mika is rumoured to be dating
Vijay Deverakonda though the
couple haven't revealed their rela-
tionship in public.

A few days ago, Rashmika
trended a great deal on X for her
"significant" reply to a fan's post.
A fan page, calling Rashmika the
"national crush of India," added
that her husband "should be like
VD" (as in "very daring"). FYI,
VD also happens to be actor Vijay
Deverakonda's initials. Replying
to the X post, Rashmika Man-
danna wrote, "That's very true."

In an interview with We Are
Yuvaa, Rashmika spoke about her
equation with Vijay Deverakonda.
Rashmika told We Are Yuvaa,
"Viju and I sort of grew up to-

gether. So anything I do in my life
right now, he has a contribution to
it." She added that she takes
Vijay's advice seriously. "I take
his advice in anything I do, I need
his opinion. He's not a yes person.
He's on point. This is good...this
is not good...this is what I
think...this is what I don't think.
He has supported me personally
more than anyone else in my en-
tire life. So, I feel he's someone I

really, really respect.”

Earlier, Vijay Deverakonda
addressed the rumours of his en-
gagement to Rashmika in an inter-
view with Lifestyle Asia. "I'm not

getting engaged or married in
February. It feels like the press
just wants to get me married every
two years. I hear this rumour
every year. They're just walking
around waiting to catch me and
get me married," Vijay Dever-
akonda said.On the work front,
Rashmika Mandanna will be next
seen in Pushpa 2: The Rule along-
side Allu Arjun. The film will be
released on August 15.

The Internet Is Impressed By This

Crew Song Naina Teaser: Kriti Sanon's In-
Flight Swag. That's It. That's The Headline

Mumbai, 2 March: Crew updates
just keep getting better and better.
Just a week after the teaser of the
film released, another teaser of an
upcoming song from the film was
shared. The song titled Naina fea-
tures Kriti Sanon posing in a flight
and it is slated to release on March
4. She looks stunning as ever as
she poses in a beige bandeau top
and a mini skirt that she accentu-
ated with an oversized jacket. Did
someone say slay? Kriti, Tabu and
Kareena Kapoor feature as airhost-
esses in Crew. Sharing the teaser,
Kriti Sanon wrote, "It doesn't get
hotter than this. Iss Naina' ka kya
kehna. #NainaSong arriving March
4 t h
#CrewInCinemasOnMarch29."
Kriti also mentioned that song has
been directed by Farah Khan.Other
than Kareena Kapoor, Tabu, Kriti

Sanon,Crew also stars Diljit
Dosanjh. Comedian-actor Kapil
Sharma will also feature in the film
in a cameo appearance. The film
has been directed by Rajesh Krish-
nan and it is slated to release in the-
atres on March 29, this year.
Kareena Kapoor, Tabu and
Kriti Sanon are sharing screen
space for the first time in Crew.

The film will also feature Diljit
Dosanjh and comedian Kapil
Sharma (in a cameo appearance).
The film has been co-produced by
Ekta Kapoor and Rhea Kapoor,
who are reuniting after the 2018
hit Veere Di Wedding (which also
featured Kareena Kapoor, along
with Sonam Kapoor, Swara
Bhasker and Shikha Talsania).

"Spexy" Pic Of Kartik Aaryan

Mumbai, 2 March: Kartik Aaryan, who knows how
to keep his Instafam hooked, shared a selfie of him-
self with an innovative caption. In the picture shared,
Kartik Aaryan can be seen posing for the camera with
his black shades on. He wrote in the caption, "Feeling
Spexy." The Internet instantly started commenting on
the picture. A fan wrote, "Caption ghazab." Another
fan wrote, "Why so hot." Another comment read,
"Aha post workout glow!" Another comment read,
"Oyyee hoyye koki." Another one added, "Spectacu-
lar." Another comment read, "Casually dropping
hottest selfies!"

Kartik Aaryan, who went to Bengaluru to attend
the opening ceremony of Women's Premier League
2024, spent quality time exploring the South-Indian
cuisine last week. Kartik Aaryan shared glimpses of
his food trail on Instagram feed. In the pictures, Kar-
tik Aaryan, dressed in his casual outfit, can be seen
posing with some delicious dosa, filter coffee and
South-Indian thali. In one video shared by him, he
can be seen speaking in a southern language as he
puts the order for two filter coffee. Kartik captioned
the post, "After visiting these delicious and iconic
eateries in Bangalore, soch raha hoon food blogger
ban jaun." Kartik Aaryan is all set to start the shoot
of Bhool Bhuliayaa 3.
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He has been actively sharing the annoucements
of the cast from the film. The makers announced the
project on social media by posting a compilation
video of Kartik and Vidya's versions of Ami Je
Tomar. Kartik Aaryan, who garnered praise for his
portrayal of Rooh Baba in Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2, wel-
comed Vidya Balan onboard with a post. It read,
"And its happening. OG Manjulika is coming back
to the world of Bhool Bhulaiyaa. Super thrilled to
welcome Balan Vidya. This Diwali is going to be
crackling Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3."

Kartik Aaryan will also be seen in Chandu
Champion, directed by Kabir Khan. The movie has
been backed by Sajid Nadiadwala. Kartik was last
seen in Satyaprem Ki Katha alongside Kiara Advani.

"Proud" Mom Sussanne Khan's Post For Son Hridaan Roshan Playing Guitar

Mumbai, 2 March: Sussanne Khan is
a proud mom, and her latest Instagram
video is proof. In the clip, her younger
son, Hridaan Roshan is skillfully playing
the guitar and singing Ed Sheeran's hit
song, The A Team. His soulful voice is
truly captivating. Sussanne has also writ-
ten a heartwarming caption for her son.
It read, “My Ridzo.. You are such a kind
soul that I can see it and feel it in your
voice my son...From here to infinity and
beyond Reach for all your dreams and
the Universe will always protect and
guide you to them...I am so00000 in-
credibly proud of all that you are and I
am so overwhelmed you picked me as
your mama...” Sussanne has added a
face holding tears, hands making hearts,
black hearts and evil eye emojis.

Additionally, Sussanne Khan took a
moment to express her gratitude to Hri-
daan's instructor. She added, “P.S thank
you Kunal Sir for always being there and
motivating him to push his boundaries..
thank you.”

Sussanne Khan's boyfriend, Arslan
Goni, wasted no time in showering
praise on Hridaan's performance. He
posted raised hands and black heart emo-
jis in the comments section. Veteran ac-
tress Sonali Bendre joined in with black
heart emojis. Neelam Kothari has de-
scribed the performance as "so amaz-
ing." Renowned chef Vicky Ratnani
showed his admiration with folded hand
emojis. Model and actress Pragya
Kapoor expressed her delight with heart-
eyed faces and black hearts. TV actor
Gautam Gupta added his awe with a sim-
ple "Wow."

Not only is Sussanne Khan's
younger son musically talented, but her
elder son, Hrehaan Roshan, has also
been recognised for his musical prowess.
Last year, he was awarded a scholarship
merit award by the Berklee College of
Music for his outstanding performance.
Sharing the joyous news on Instagram,
Sussanne wrote,“19th of December
2023. Our Hrehaan got his acceptance

letter from Berklee College of Music, of-
fering him a scholarship merit award for
his excellence.. this was the happiest day
of my life. Ray, you are my Hero and my
best friend. I have seen you persistently
be at it for the last 9 years. Pursuing your
passion for Music. And I am so so proud
of you my Son you fill me up with the
brightest light. From here to eternity let

this journey of your passion take you to
the highest level of joy and love. God
bless you my darling may the Universe
shine brightest over your every action
and your every tune fill the hearts of
everyone. PS I know you never gonna
‘Stop this Train.”” Sussanne Khan and
Hrithik Roshan got married in December
2000. After 14 years, the two got di-

vorced. They continue to co-parent their
sons — Hrehaan and Hridaan.

Sussanne Khan is super happy
today. After all, her son Hrehaan has
achieved a milestone. Safe to say, the
young man is ending 2023 on a good
note. The 17-year-old has been offered a
scholarship merit award by the Berklee
College of Music for his excellent per-
formance. Sharing the happy news on In-
stagram, the proud mother dropped a
montage of some special moments with
Hrehaan. “19th of December 2023. Our
Hrehaan got his acceptance letter from
Berklee College of Music, offering him
a scholarship merit award for his excel-
lence.. this was the happiest day of my
life. Ray, you are my Hero and my best
friend. I have seen you persistently be at
it for the last 9 years. Pursuing your pas-
sion for Music. And I am so so proud of
you my Son you fill me up with the
brightest light. From here to eternity let
this journey of your passion take you to
the highest level of joy and love.

This Pic 0f Chamkila Squad Pari-
neeti Chopra, Diljit Dosanjh, AR
Rahman, Imtiaz Ali Is Viral

Mumbai, 2 March: Amar Singh Chamkila, a film based on the true
story of Punjab's singing sensation, the highest record-selling artist of
his time, Amar Singh Chamkila, is set to release on Netflix. A picture
from the recent Netflix press conference, in which the cast and the di-
rector (Imtiaz Ali) and the composer (AR Rahman) were present, went
viral. The picture was shared by a fan page dedicated to Parineeti
Chopra. In the picture, Parineeti Chopra, Diljit Dosanjh, AR Rahman,
Imtiaz Ali can be seen adorably posing for a gropfie (group selfie).
Diljit Dosanjh, who plays the titular character in the film, can be seen
showing thumbs up in the picture. Sharing the picture, the fan page
wrote, "CHAM CHAM..Chamkila - Amarjot."At the press conference,
Parineeti rocked an all-black look while Diljit Dosanjh sported a black
jacket over a white shirt. They posed for the shutterbugs together.

On Thursday, Netflix India announced a bunch of films and series
that will release on the streaming giant. Amar Singh Chamkila is one
of them. The first song from the film Ishq Mitaye was also released on
that day. The song encapsulates the rise of the 80s singer duo Chamkila
and his partner, later wife Amarjot Kaur. The song was shared by the
film's lead pair Diljit Dosanjh and Parineeti Chopra on their respectve
Instagram feeds. The caption alongside the post read, "Mere agge
duniya ka rang saara fikka, Apne lahu se hi lagaaya maine tikka..main
hoon panjab." Amar Singh Chamkila has been directed by Imtiaz Ali
and the film's music has been composed by AR Rahman. The film is
slated to release in April 12 on streaming giant Netflix. Imtiaz Ali and
AR Rahman have earlier worked together in films like Rockstar, High-
way, Tamasha.

On Tiger Shroff’s Birthday,
Neha Dhupia Shares A LOL

Mumbai, 2 March: Neha Dhupia, who is back with a new sea-
son of No Filter Neha, shared a funny post on Tiger Shroff's
birthday. FYI, Tiger Shroff will be the guest in an upcoming
episode of the show. Tiger Shroff turned 34 today. On his
birthday, Neha shared a video in which she can be seen recre-
ating the signature pose of Tiger to the background score of
Heropanti. Neha didn't wish the birthday boy in particular.
However, her timing of sharing the video collides with Tiger's
birthday. Sharing the video, Neha wrote, "Me, when someone
asks me "how's your prep for @tigerjackieshroff s episode
going "??? Can't miss this one, watch him on @officialjiotv
@jiotvplus on #nofilternehaseason6 #nofilterneha co pro-
duced by @wearebiggirl"

Earlier, Neha also shared a teaser of Tiger's episode on
her Instagram. She wrote, "From no-shirts to No Filters!
Watch Tiger Shroff take your breath away in an interview as
dangerous as his stunts, with Neha Dhupia in the next episode
of No Filter Neha season 6. Streaming now on JioTV." Mean-
while, Tiger cut a birthday cake with the Mumbai paparazzi
at the airport. In the pictures viral from the airport, Tiger
Shroff can be seen cutting the birthday cake. He can also be
seen feeding a piece of cake to a paparazzo. Tiger Shroff can
also be seen greeting the paparazzi stationed over there with
folded hands. Tiger Shroff made his debut in the Hindi film
industry with Heropanti alongside Kriti Sanon.

Over the years, he has cemented his position as one of
the leading action heroes of Bollywood. Tiger Shroff is pop-
ular for his dance skill as well. He has featured in movies like
Baaghi, War, Munna Michael, to name a few. Tiger Shroff was
dating Disha Patani though the couple were always tight-
lipped about their relationship status. On the chat show, Kof-
fee With Karan Tiger admitted that he is single as of now.

Sunil Grover Accepted Akshay
Kumar And Tiger Shroff's Dance
Challenge. Then, This Happened

Mumbai, 2 March: Tiger Shroff just started the #GoMast-
MalangJhoom challenge, where he asked his fans and friends to dance
to the Bade Miyan Chote Miyan song Mast Malang Jhoom. Soon, his
co-star Akshay Kumar shared his rendition of the challenge along with
cricketer Shikhar Dhawan. The latest addition to the list is comedian-
actor Sunil Grover, who had an oopsie moment in the video (read a
slipping shoe). Akshay Kumar re-posted the video on Instagram and
he wrote, "Bhai pehle laces baandh le phir jhoom (Brother, first tie the
shoe laces, then groove)."Sharing the video, Sunil Grover wrote, "Bade
Miyaan Akshay Kumar ji, Chhote Miyaan Tiger Shroff ji, yeh challenge
accept karte hue joote ke pheete bandh lein."Akshay Kumar accepted
Tiger's challenge and he wrote, "Challenge accepted Chote Tiger
Shroff. Thanks to my brother Shikhar Dhawan for joining in. Now it's
over to the ladies (Katrina Kaif, Sonakshi Sinha, Manushi Chhillar and
Alaya F)." In the comments section of the post, Alaya F commented,
"Nobody can be as cool as you Akshay Kumar sir! But challenge ac-
cepted." The film's producer Jackky Bhagnani commented, "Mast
Malang." Tiger Shroff commented, "This is..." and dropped fire
emoji.Tiger Shroff shared his version of the video and he nominated
Akshay Kumar, Varun Dhawan, Rakul Preet Singh and Jackky Bhag-
nani. He wrote, "You guys grooving to this hook yet? Bade its your
turn now. Akshay Kumar and inviting all my yaars Varun Dhawan,
Rakul Preet Singh and Jackky Bhagnani and my Tigerian army to
Jhoom to these beats."
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Editorial
Exemplary prowess?

pinion on China is generally hostile in this country. War in
the 1960s all but obliterated a unique friendship and af

shared vision for peaceful co-existence that was enunciated
in the Panchsheel Agreement between India and China in 1954. So|
inspiring was the set of principles announced by prime ministers
Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou Enlai that it was incorporated in the
Bandung Conference declaration a year later by 29 Afro-Asian|
countries for a new era of peace and development. Rajiv Gandhi’s|
epochal visit to Beijing in 1988 managed to break down the great
wall of animosity between the two countries, but relations have be-
come a lot worse in recent years. When it comes to the economy
and China’s technological prowess, the Indian government and its
handmaiden media, in particular, tend to be dismissive and dis-
paraging, fuelled by barely disguised resentment and envy. This
results in paradoxes. In recent years, when the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment banned around 250 Chinese apps citing these to be “prej-
udicial to the sovereignty and integrity of India,” there was a frenzy
of nationalist messages on WhatsApp exhorting patriotic Indians to
boycott the apps. The irony is that the messages were, for the most
part, being sent on Chinese-made mobile phones which they were
unwilling to jettison! While the world is overawed by China’s cut-
ting-edge scientific and technological breakthroughs, albeit with
some trepidation, Indians tend to act like ostriches. Nothing is re-
ported. Nothing is acknowledged. Instead, we have commentators
writing that India should take care to avoid the patent follies of]
China, where apparently quantity was the criterion and not quality.
One of the most absurd and peevish observations I came across in
a business paper was that China’s policy had spawned a frenzy of]
patent-filing of very little value—"‘junk patents with scant innova-
tion”. Was the writer taking his cue from the official line on China?
Possibly since an official in the top economic advisory body was
also cautioning India not to follow the Chinese model based on
utility patents. Let’s understand why patents are granted in the first
place. Broadly, these are granted for innovative ideas that have
utility value. For some years now China has emerged as the top
patent filer worldwide, a development that has caught the interest
of the world. While there may be dross in the pile of gold—it’s
easy to find silly patents everywhere—China’s patents have been
spectacular in several fields such as communications technology.
In early February, China Mobile, the world’s largest telecom car-
rier, launched the world’s first satellite to test 6G architecture. It
was successfully placed into a low orbit to “offer low latency and
high data transfer rates”, according to an official statement. Using
domestic software and hardware, the autonomous 6G architecture
was jointly developed by China Mobile and the Innovation Acad-
emy for Microsatellites of the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(IAMC), yet another example of industry and top scientific insti-
tutions working towards clearly defined objectives. Academia is
also closely involved in this effort. If one is looking for the Chinese
way to excellence it can be found in the IAMC system—the very
antithesis of the situation in India, where moribund scientific in-
stitutions are unable to shake off the legacy of a hierarchical bu-
reaucratic system of working that produces very little of merit.
Industry flounders on its own. A little digging revealed some in-
teresting details about IAMC. It is just one of the major mi-
crosatellite innovation research institutes in the country, focused on
development of micro satellites and related innovation. So far,
IAMC has launched 95 satellites into space and emerged as a
leader in the commercial satellite industry. The more fascinating
revelation is that IAMC has around 700 staff for scientific research
and administration work, of whom the majority are postgraduates
and holders of doctorates. Now, hold your breath: the average age
of the staff is just 34. Could any of the patents that these institutions
have garnered be termed junk? There are some unique aspects to
China’s staggering technological breakthroughs. The World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO) notes that first and foremost,
there is an emphasis on forward engineering. In this system, new
or nascent scientific and technological knowledge is acquired in
university labs and then applied in a top-down fashion for the de-
velopment of commercial products. This is in sharp contrast to the
reverse engineering approach adopted by South Korea and Taiwan
which became powerhouses of technology much earlier than
China. Secondly, China has made it a policy to acquire technol-
ogy and brands through international mergers and acquisitions, and
lastly, it has used parallel learning from foreign direct investment
firms to promote domestic companies. WIPO calls this “Beijing
model” of innovation. Firms like Huawei and ZTE were set up in
a university and became leading global obms or original brand
manufacturers. Similarly, China has produced three giants—Baidu,
Alibaba and Tencent—in the platform business which WIPO says
are leading the country into what it terms the era of the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution. There is, however, a difference. Many Chi-
nese universities run their own businesses, which differ from
ordinary spin-offs. The university sets up the companies and also
funds and staffs them, which means it retains managerial control.
A more spectacular revolution, and transformational from the en-
vironmental aspect, is in electric vehicle (EV) manufacture with
Chinese firm BYD—it stands for Build Your Dreams—overtak-
ing Tesla in the number of EVs it manufactures, dominating both
the domestic and export markets. But more on this another time. To
come back to India’s touchy relations with its neighbour, there is
anew cause of friction over mobile phones, this time more serious.
India has recently arrested Chinese and Indian executives working
in Chinese smartphone company Vivo, accusing them of being in-
volved in money laundering activities. A Beijing Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, while promising full support to the arrested Vivo
employees in “safeguarding their lawful rights and interests”, has
asked India to recognise the mutually beneficial nature of business
cooperation between the two countries and “to provide a fair, just,
transparent and non-discriminatory business environment”. Till
then China is no longer sending its nationals to oversee operations
here. As a result, India’s export of smartphones is taking a big hit.
Does it ring any bells?

First step

heikh Shahjahan, the
S principal accused in the

attack on Enforcement
Directorate officials in
Sandeshkhali that took place
55 days ago as well as the al-
leged perpetrator of other
crimes that have come to light
since, has been arrested by the
police at long last. The former
Trinamul Congress leader,
who has been charged with
forcible acquisition of arable
land and sexual exploitation of
local women, among other
crimes, was sent to judicial
custody. This, the ruling party
would be hoping, would close
an ignoble chapter in its reign.
But this should not be the case.
The hoodlum’s arrest should
mark the beginning of a new
chapter that fetches the an-
swers to several troubling
questions.

How did the accused suc-
ceed in evading the long arm
of the law for such a long
time? Who were his patrons?
Their clandestine support to
the strongman ensured his
seeming immunity from the
law all these years. Unsurpris-
ingly, the politics surrounding
Sandeshkhali is going to be
prolonged in this poll season.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
would want to milk the
episode for political gain.
However, the delivery of jus-
tice to the victims, rather than
the communalization of the in-
cident, must be prioritised by

Bengal’s principal Opposition
party. The TMC, on the other
hand, would be keen on de-
flecting attention from the con-
troversy.

It has begun its damage con-
trol exercise by suspending the
miscreant from the party: a
step that the TMC has de-
scribed — risibly — as adher-
ence to raj dharma.
Simultaneously, it is striving to
compensate the losses suffered
by Sandeshkhali’s residents.
This, though, should not be a
time for cosmetic measures:
much more needs to be done,
including the dismantling of
the nexus between politicians
and criminals not just in
Sandeshkhali but also in other
parts of Bengal. Only this kind
of a cleansing can insulate the
TMC from an electoral back-
lash.

Sandeshkhali also demands a
renegotiation of democracy’s
stakeholders — state govern-
ment, administration and the
media — with Bengal’s hinter-
lands. Far too often, tales of
organised criminality and re-
pression of those on the mar-
gin come to light after they are
perpetrated.

they then disappear into the
proverbial cracks once the ac-
companying political noise
dies down. Justice and the rule
of law must not be limited by
geography. Their reach must
be uniform: democracy and its
minders must ensure that.

s India hurtles towards a
predicted  apocalyptic
election, the question is

not whether the Bharatiya Janata
Party will score another resound-
ing victory but how it will use its
triumph. That uncertain future re-
calls my first meeting in 1962
with Nirad C. Chaudhuri. As I
wrote in a centenary tribute in
Time magazine 35 years later,
Chaudhuri sought my opinion on
a scattering of tents across the
road from the balcony of his flat
near Delhi’s Kashmiri Gate. I
said they housed construction
workers who would go away
when their job was done. “No!”
he exclaimed vehemently. “They
will never go away. That is
Hindu India coming into its
own!” He did not have in mind
the benignity of Rudyard
Kipling’s short story, The Mira-
cle of Purun Bhagat, in which the
author rebuts racism accusations
by affirming that “so long as
there is a morsel to divide in
India, neither priest nor beggar
starves.” The title of Chaudhuri’s
last volume of memoirs, taken
from Alexander Pope’s “Thy
hand, great Anarch! lets the cur-
tain fall;/ And universal Dark-
ness buries All”, hints at a more
sinister conclusion. He may even
have come to believe in
Churchill’s theory of a conspir-
acy of “Brahmins who mouth
and patter the principles of West-
ern Liberalism, and pose as
philosophic and democratic
politicians... [but] deny the pri-
mary rights of existence to nearly
sixty millions of their own fellow
countrymen whom they call “un-
touchable’, and whom they have
by thousands of years of oppres-
sion actually taught to accept this
sad position.” The long overdue
provision for fast-track citizen-
ship for beleaguered Hindus
from several neighbouring coun-
tries gives some indication of
Narendra Modi’s threatened “big
decisions” during a third term
that is almost taken for granted.
Many supposedly revolutionary
changes are bound to be little
more than semantic. For in-
stance, ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
only repackages Jawaharlal
Nehru’s familiar ‘import substi-
tution’ mantra while the original
of the proudly advertised ‘Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme’ must
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Doomsday thesis

seem even more repetitive since
the first passenger train between
Bombay and Thane in 1853 ob-
viously needed stations. So did
the East Indian Railway’s Cal-
cutta-Delhi link line finalised by
1846. The drive for ‘Akhand
Bharat” may no longer hold cen-
tral position in the BJP’s think-
ing just as consolidation of the
sad remains of Gulab Singh’s
kingdom of Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh may seem more impor-
tant now than getting back ‘Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir’.

However, Uttarakhand, home
to revered Hindu temples, and
Himachal Pradesh, with the
plainly modern imprint of an out-
size pair of feet on Jakhu Hill,
might set the ball rolling for an
inclusive definition of the loyal
Indian. The three new laws over-
hauling the criminal justice sys-
tem might make life easier for
everyone by simplifying court
procedures, reducing demands
for extra-legal gratification at
every turn and by plugging loop-
holes. All such advances in bu-
reaucratic procedure, science and
technology, transport and infra-
structure, even the ‘astronaut
wings” that Modi presented re-
cently to four pilots at the
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
are indebted to earlier achieve-
ments even if few in today’s
India are modest or honest
enough to admit like the eminent
British scientist, Isaac Newton,
that “if I have seen further [than
others], it is by standing on the
shoulders of giants.” The VSSC
was established a year before he
died by Nehru, one such giant,
who reminded the Ceylon Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science that “politics and reli-
gion are obsolete; the time has
come for science and spiritual-
ity.”

Nothing could have under-
scored the difference between the
two Indias more emphatically
than Modi’s announcement after
his underwater puja, “I felt con-
nected to an ancient era of spiri-
tual grandeur and timeless
devotion.” His Dbenediction,
“May Bhagwan Sri Krishna bless
us all”, injected a note of piety in
a cause that appears to elevate
statecraft to the level of the gods.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
knew that the deadly mix of pol-

itics and religion is irresistible to
South Asians. So must Modi who
probably finds it greatly divert-
ing when such unlikely acolytes
as Mamata Banerjee and Rahul
Gandhi scurry around frantically
seeking religious credentials.
The tone of Bharat that is
India — no longer of ‘India that
is Bharat” — is bound to be very
different now that English is not
the primary language of either of
the ruling party’s two most pow-
erful politicians. English is the
language of understatement. It
imposes a particularly unIndian
restraint on speech and behaviour
and must seem especially alien
outside the minuscule urban mi-
lieu to which this newspaper
caters. No wonder the Supreme
Court complained in the Patan-
jali Ayurved case that “the entire
country is being taken for a ride
and the government is sitting
with its eyes shut” as this news-
paper reported last Wednesday.
Such a disconnect can mean a
major upheaval in a society that
has rightly or wrongly identified

education, literacy and even
civilisation with the English lan-
guage ever since the British took
over from the Mughals. The new
India promises to be a mix of
idyll and illusion with remote oc-
currences reinvented in brilliant
colours, the immediate past
brushed under a fancy carpet, and
history enlivened by liberal doses
of magic and mythology. Han-
dles and honorifics with sacro-
sanct overtones — Acharya and
Yogi, Swami and Sant — bestow
dignity on obscure operators, es-
pecially in the absence of any re-
sponsible regulatory authority to
protect titles from misuse. No
wonder the likes of many who
brought discredit to khadi are
now said to sport saffron. To be
fair, they were not the first copy-
cats. When the scholarly Dr
Karan Singh launched his Virat
Hindu Samaj eight months after
700 Tamil Harijans converted to
Islam to the anger and anguish of
Hindu orthodoxy, an ecstatic
Swami Satyamitranand burbled
in what seemed like holy ecstasy,

“The Lord Almighty has sent
Maharaja Karan Singh, the great
Suryavanshiya Kshatriya, as a di-
vine blessing.” It seemed as if the
Virat Hindu Samaj would knit to-
gether hundreds of sects and
castes. Not since Kurukshetra,
people said, had Hindus assem-
bled in such large numbers in the
name of religion. Police esti-
mates reckoned on four lakh peo-
ple at the Boat Club rally. Dr
Singh’s message to them was
that untouchability was not a part
of the dharma but a social phe-
nomenon that could be abol-
ished. “If a Hindu can see the
manifestation of god in a tree, a
stone and the sky, why cannot he
find god in a fellow human
being?” he asked amid cheers.
The initiative was short-lived.
When he wound up the Samaj,
Dr Singh explained that he had
hoped to strengthen the position
of secular Hindus who found it
necessary to apologise for their
faith. Instead, his organisation
was in danger of being taken
over by the Vishwa Hindu

Caught in the net

hen was the World

Wide Web released

to the public? Search-
ing for an answer, I went to the
only place that can provide me
with an instant response — the
World Wide Web. An NPR ar-
ticle informed me that it was
created by Tim Berners-Lee
and gifted to humanity on April
30, 1993, free of charge. By the
end of the 1990s, this informa-
tion web had covered the globe
to such an extent that the post-
90s generations don’t know of
a time before the internet.

This one platform has revo-
lutionised information access,
learning, knowledge production
and connectivity. And this has
happened at a speed which is
unfathomable. The number of
technological  developments
that have aided, enhanced and
accelerated these processes are
mind-boggling. With Artificial
Intelligence bursting onto the
scene, things are only going to
get even more unbelievable, lit-
erally and metaphorically. On
an aside, it is philosophically
valuable to consider Roger Pen-
rose’s argument that Artificial
Intelligence is a ‘misnomer’.
That the computer can only
‘mimic’ intelligence. He argues
that consciousness is not com-
putation. Anyway, let me not
wander.

Before you jump the gun and
assume that this piece is about
fake news, deep fakes, post-
truth or the dangers of Artificial
Intelligence, let me inform you
that it is not. The drawbacks of
not having the internet and the
democratising role the medium
has played are there for all of us
to see, acknowledge and appre-
ciate. Therefore, I am not going
to dwell on the obvious. Neither
am I going on a nostalgic rant
on ‘the good old days’. But
there are other questions about
the pre-networked age that re-
quire consideration.

Let us begin with something
as simple as thinking, a process
that every human being en-
gages in by default. To receive
information, comprehend and
make decisions is nearly auto-
matic. The question before me
is whether there was something
different about the way we
thought before the online net-
work became a permanent fix-
ture in our lives. Similar to how
technology helped us reduce
the time we spent on gathering,
cooking and consuming food,
the Cloud has greatly reduced
the burden of remembering
dates, times or exact events.
Such information was given
great importance in the past.
Unfortunately, the lifting of this

unnecessary weight has not
meant that we engage earnestly
with serious questions. The
ease with which the Web pro-
vides us with answers some-
how curtails the extent of our
questioning.

When was the World Wide
Web released to the public?
Searching for an answer, I went
to the only place that can pro-
vide me with an instant re-
sponse — the World Wide
Web. An NPR article informed
me that it was created by Tim
Berners-Lee and gifted to hu-
manity on April 30, 1993, free
of charge. By the end of the
1990s, this information web
had covered the globe to such
an extent that the post-90s gen-
erations don’t know of a time
before the internet.

This one platform has revo-
lutionised information access,
learning, knowledge production
and connectivity. And this has
happened at a speed which is
unfathomable. The number of
technological  developments
that have aided, enhanced and
accelerated these processes are
mind-boggling. With Artificial
Intelligence bursting onto the
scene, things are only going to
get even more unbelievable, lit-
erally and metaphorically. On
an aside, it is philosophically
valuable to consider Roger Pen-
rose’s argument that Artificial
Intelligence is a ‘misnomer’.
That the computer can only
‘mimic’ intelligence. He argues
that consciousness is not com-
putation. Anyway, let me not
wander.

Before you jump the gun and
assume that this piece is about
fake news, deep fakes, post-
truth or the dangers of Artificial
Intelligence, let me inform you
that it is not. The drawbacks of
not having the internet and the
democratising role the medium
has played are there for all of us
to see, acknowledge and appre-
ciate. Therefore, I am not going
to dwell on the obvious. Neither
am | going on a nostalgic rant
on ‘the good old days’. But
there are other questions about
the pre-networked age that re-
quire consideration.

Let us begin with something
as simple as thinking, a process
that every human being en-
gages in by default. To receive
information, comprehend and
make decisions is nearly auto-
matic. The question before me
is whether there was something
different about the way we
thought before the online net-
work became a permanent fix-
ture in our lives. Similar to how
technology helped us reduce
the time we spent on gathering,

cooking and consuming food,
the Cloud has greatly reduced
the burden of remembering
dates, times or exact events.
Such information was given
great importance in the past.
Unfortunately, the lifting of this
unnecessary weight has not
meant that we engage earnestly
with serious questions. The
ease with which the Web pro-
vides us with answers some-
how curtails the extent of our
questioning.

The rapidity of search results
and the way material is pre-
sented on and for the Web do
not make us curious. Further-
more, the tone is more often
than not, definitive. In other
words, the internet has surrep-
titiously removed doubt from
learning. Doubt is not distrust.
It is a prerequisite for educa-
tion. It is the opening that leads
to further investigation. This
does not happen by accident. It
is part of knowledge creation.
In the sharing of what we
know, we embed the possibility
of doubt, change and growth.

The virtual information high-
way largely functions in the op-
posite manner where you get
more hits if you present an as-
sured face. Your fingers itch to
click the first possible link and
people pay to place their links

on top. It requires great effort to
go past these innumerable lay-
ers of ‘surety’ to get to a place
where learning is exciting; dare
I even say true! This makes me
consume in an unthinking man-
ner. Questioning is stunted and
people hold on to the pro-
grammed opinion they clicked
on.

Hence, we should not be sur-
prised that ‘educated’ folks fall
prey to blatant lies. This prob-
lem did not begin with social
media. The algorithms that nur-
tured cyberspace have always
been designed to lessen the
time used for assimilation.
Speed in time spent on access-
ing a page and the way the in-
formation is presented are key
to its success. The moment we
foreground the paucity of time,
urgency or the claim that we
can do more productive things
in those extra minutes that are
needed to read, read again,
think, read again and pause, we
lose the ability to learn.

Is the internet a reality?
Since creators, developers and
participants are real people, we
have to accept that the virtual
universe is a part of a larger re-
ality. But this agent has drasti-
cally reduced physical
interactions. Childhood in the
1980s and 1990s entailed feel-

ing the soil, being close to the
trees, and meeting people in
person. Today, it is all about
video calls, playing games and
learning via iPads and mobile
phones. Parents say technology
has made children smarter at an
early age. I am no child psy-
chologist, nor an educationist to
counter such a claim confi-
dently. Yet, I have to wonder
about this smartness. Building
the capacity to solve arithmetic
or mathematical problems, or
remembering things, or clever-
ness without empathy, love and
care is not intelligence. I will
argue that true intelligence is
felt and every emotional con-
nection is intelligent. When this
is missing, humanity goes into
hiding. Watching videos on
YouTube or Instagram of the
horrors that are unfolding in
Palestine or Manipur will not
make a person more empa-
thetic. Love and compassion
have to be learnt and shared
physically, directly, without an
intermediary.

If something does not exist
on the Web, is it real? And, as
an extension, is everything that
happened before the virtual age
and has not been digitised irrel-
evant? The first question may
sound moot because we cannot
imagine that there are people or
things that do not find mention
on the internet. The falsity of
this belief stems from the fact
that we trust it as a democratic
space. The internet is a market-
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Parishad, the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh and other funda-
mentalist organisations.

The no longer Unknown In-
dian may not have been surprised
by this retreat of the moderates.
Dayanand Saraswati’s Arya
Samaj and the less militant but
once influential Brahmo Samaj
had already fled the battlefield.
So in a more signal defeat had
Buddhism. With more places of
worship to recover and more mi-
nority wings to clip, Chaudhuri
had already developed his
doomsday thesis: India was a
massive piston that the British
had dragged out and held in place
by brute force. The Indians who
had taken over after 1947 were
clinging to it with aching arms.
They didn’t have a hook or rope
to secure the piston and lacked
the muscle to hold on. “Inch by
inch, it’s slipping in. One day
their strength will fail, and the
piston will slam back with a
tremendous roar, plunging India
again into the anarchy and blood-
shed of pre-British times!”

place, a bazaar where everyone
is selling. The fact that anyone
can open a shop without paying
rent does not imply equality.
Social equations that govern
our everyday interactions also
control the internet. Hence,
there are many unheard,
wrongly represented and lost
voices.

The imperative to give
everything a digital avatar
wipes out all that does not find
space in this all-encompassing
network. Innumerable cultures,
stories and peoples are lost to
posterity not only because we
do not look beyond the in-
fobahn but also because we
have forgotten to remember
from life experiences, from
what we hear, see and learn in
person. Even lived histories
have to be virtualised. Histories
can be easily twisted, maligned,
because we only believe that
which is given on a website,
written in a manner that is un-
ambiguous and spoon-fed to us,
requiring no commitment from
our end. Naysayers may argue
that all this is hocus-pocus the-
orisation. That the website is
merely the new avatar of the
book. Books also spread lies
and wipe out people. This is
true. But a book required the
writer to explain and demanded
attention and time from the
reader. The internet, on the
other hand, celebrates loudness
and preys on the lack of atten-
tion.




NFo EIXCHANGE  Kolkata

Fperience Gald Siandand of fournalin

| 3 MARCH, 2024

BUSINESS INFO 5

GRSE declares interim
dividend of 90.73 cr for FY24

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers Ltd. (GRSE), a
Kolkata-based prominent ship-
yard and builder of commercial
and naval vessels under the Min-
istry of Defence, has announced
an interim dividend of Rs 90.73
crore for the fiscal year 2023-24
on Friday, reinforcing its position
as a stalwart in the Indian defence
manufacturing sector. In a cere-
mony held in the national capital,
the Interim Dividend Cheque,
amounting to Rs. 67.59 crore,
which includes the government’s
share, was formally presented to
Union Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh by Retired Commodore PR
Hari, the Chairman and Managing
Director of GRSE Ltd. Defence
Secretary  Giridhar  Aramane
graced the occasion, emphasizing
the significance of GRSE’s con-
tribution to India’s maritime ca-
pabilities.

GRSE’s declared interim divi-
dend stands impressively at Rs.
7.92 per equity share of Rs.10 for
FY 23-24, marking a substantial
increase from Rs. 5.50 in the pre-
ceding fiscal year. This consistent
dividend payout over the past

three decades reflects the com-
pany’s unwavering financial sta-
bility and commitment to
shareholder value creation. The
shipbuilding giant boasts a robust
order book position of Rs
22,792.89 crore as of December
31, last year, a key indicator of'its
success in the industry. Further-
more, GRSE has significantly in-

creased its order book to an im-
pressive Rs 24,456 crore, under-
scoring the trust clients place in
its shipbuilding and engineering
capabilities.  This  financial
strength positions GRSE as a reli-
able and strategic partner for the
defence ministry. GRSE’s impres-
sive track record includes being a
People Capability Maturity

=l

Model (PCMM) Level-2 Certi-
fied Company. Notably, it was the
first shipyard in independent
India to construct a warship for
the Indian Navy - the Seaward
Defence Boat (SDB) INS Ajay -
in 1961. The company’s global
contributions include constructing
the first-ever Indian Export War-
ship “CGS Barracuda” for the

government of Mauritius, a Fast
Patrol  Vessel “SCG PS
Zoroaster” for Seychelles, and an
Ocean-Going Cargo and Passen-
ger Ferry Vessel “MV Ma Lisha”
for the Republic of Guyana. The
prestigious Miniratna Category I
Company status, conferred upon
GRSE in 2006, further solidifies
its stature in the industry. With
over 790 platforms delivered, in-
cluding an impressive 109 war-
ships for the Indian Navy, Indian
Coast Guard, and friendly foreign
countries, GRSE holds the dis-
tinction of being the Indian ship-
yard with the highest number of
warships built and delivered.
GRSE’s commitment to timely
execution is evident in its recent
performance, successfully execut-
ing orders worth Rs 750 crore
during the first quarter of the fi-
nancial year. The company’s
stock has experienced a notable
12 per cent increase over the last
three months, reflecting positive
market sentiment towards its
strong financials. GRSE contin-
ues to make significant strides in
the defence manufacturing land-
scape.

NSO revises
numbers 1n
national
account

The National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) on Friday revised
upwards the Gross National
Disposable Income (GNDI)
for 2021-22, 2022-23, and
2023-24 to Rs 1,74,816, Rs
1,98,125 and Rs 2,13,905, re-
spectively. According to a
corrigendum released by the
NSO on Friday, the GNDI
(at current prices) has
grown 13.3 per cent and 8
per cent in FY23 and FY24,
respectively. The national
account data released on
Thursday had shown the
GNDI grew 12.6 per cent
and 7.9 per cent in FY23 and
FY24, respectively. The
GNDI was Rs 1,74,816, Rs
1,96,833 and Rs 2,12,461 in
FY22,FY23 and FY24, re-
spectively. The Net National
Disposable Income (NNDI)
has also been revised to Rs
2,12,58,230, Rs 2,42,58,653,
and Rs 2,64,42,791 for FY22,
FY23, and FY24, respec-
tively.

The NNDI were shown as Rs
2,12,58,230, Rs 2,40,79,994,
Rs 2,62,41,394 for the three
fiscal years, respectively.
The NNDI growth has been
revised to 14.1 per cent and
9 per cent from 13.3 and 9
per cent in FY23 and FY24,
respectively. Similarly, the
Gross National Disposable
Income has been revised to
Rs 2,39,25,034, Rs
2,73,98,551, Rs 2,98,39,727
in FY22, FY23, and FY24,
respectively. It was Rs
2,39,25,034, Rs 2,72,19,892,
and Rs 2,96,38,330 in the
three fiscal years, respec-
tively. The Gross National
Disposable Income growth
has been revised to 14.5 per
cent and 8.9 per cent from
13.8 per cent and 8.9 per
cent in 2022-23 and 2023-24,
respectively.

SBI mulling to build 1ts own

domain-specific Large Language Model

The country’s largest lender State
Bank of India (SBI) is mulling to
build its own Large Language
Model (LLM) to leverage the data
it possesses, a senior official said
on Friday. The bank has been
using Artificial Intelligence (AI)
for over seven years now, and
wants to create a situation where
it can co-exist with an open-
source LLM, its Deputy Manag-
ing Director Nitin Chugh said
speaking at the Asia Economic
Dialogue event here. The project
to build its own LLM is an ambi-
tious one to be executed over the
long-term, Chugh, who heads the
digital banking and transforma-
tion efforts at State Bank of India,
said. “We should start building
our own large language models
that are at least domain-specific.
For how long will we depend on
open source models? We are look-
ing at a situation where we can ei-
ther co-exist with an open source
models or have something of our
own which also goes through all
these tests of data sovereignty,” he

said. Building such an LLM will
offer an independence to the
lender and ensure that it is de-
pendent on technical aspects that
are coming from elsewhere, he
said. Chugh said almost half of the
engineers who are helping build
Al-based tools at global corpora-
tions are Indians, and “there is an
emphasis” on returning home be-
cause of the availability of high
amount of data.

Stressing that the bank has a lot
of data, Al models and also a great
team of data scientists, Chugh said
in parallel, the bank is engaged in
experimentation involving devel-
oping use cases in-house or
through technology vendor part-
ners. Much before a privacy law
came in, the bank adopted a strong
governance model when it comes
to things like AI, Chugh said,
adding that he expects the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act, 2023 to get notified in the
middle of 2024. The regulator is
also investing a lot of resources on
the Generative Al front and is try-

ing to create policies in alignment
with the changing scenario in the
market because of the adoption of
the latest technologies, he said.

Speaking at the same event, Cog-
nizant India’s Chairman and Man-
aging Director Rajesh Nambiar,
who also chairs industry lobby
grouping Nasscom, said GenAl is
“over-hyped” in the short-run but
underestimated from a long term
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basis because of the ability to in-
fluence things. Amid concerns on
GenAl’s impact on jobs, he said
Business Process Outsourcing
(BPO) jobs are at a greater risk,
while in software services or cod-
ing related jobs, ones not using Al
will feel the heat. “This (GenAl)
can impact white collar jobs a lot
more than anything else that came
in the past,” he said.

Elon Musk sues OpenAl & CEO Sam Altman,
claiming betrayal of goal to benefit humanity

Elon Musk is suing OpenAl and
its CEO Sam Altman over what
he says is a betrayal of the Chat-
GPT maker’s founding aims of
benefiting humanity rather than
pursuing profits. In a lawsuit filed
at San Francisco Superior Court,
billionaire Musk said that when
he bankrolled OpenAl’s creation,
he secured an agreement with
Altman and Greg Brockman, the
president, to keep the Al com-
pany as a non-profit that would
develop technology for the bene-
fit of the public. Under its found-
ing agreement, OpenAl would
also make its code open to the
public instead of walling it off for
any private company’s gains, the

lawsuit says. However, by em-
bracing a close relationship with
Microsoft, OpenAl and its top ex-
ecutives have set that pact
“aflame” and are “perverting” the

company’s mission, Musk alleges
in the lawsuit. “OpenAl, Inc. has
been transformed into a closed-
source de facto subsidiary of the
largest technology company in

the world: Microsoft,” the lawsuit
filed Thursday says. “Under its
new Board, it is not just develop-
ing but is actually refining an
AGTI to maximize profits for Mi-
crosoft, rather than for the benefit
of humanity.” AGI refers to arti-
ficial general intelligence, which
are general purpose Al systems
that can perform just as well as or
even better than humans in a
wide variety of tasks. Musk is
suing over breach of contract,
breach of fiduciary duty and un-
fair business practices. He also
wants an injunction to prevent
anyone, including Microsoft,
from benefiting from OpenAl’s
technology.

India’s manufacturing sector

India’s manufacturing sector
growth climbed to a five-month
high in February amid a sharper
uptick in factory production and
sales, supported by both domestic
and external demand, a monthly
survey said on Friday. The sea-
sonally adjusted HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) rose from 56.5
in January to 56.9 in February,
pointing to the strongest improve-
ment in the health of the sector
since September 2023. In Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI)
parlance, a print above 50 means
expansion while a score below 50
denotes contraction. According to
the survey, production rose at the
fastest pace in five months and fu-
elled the quickest increase in sales
since last September and the
strongest expansion in new export
orders for 21 months. “The HSBC
final India Manufacturing PMI in-
dicates that production growth
continued to be strong, supported
by both domestic and external de-
mand,” said Ines Lam, Economist
at HSBC. Despite the uptick in
growth momentum, manufactur-
ing employment in India was lit-
tle-changed. “Goods producers
mentioned that payroll numbers
were sufficient for current re-
quirements,” the survey said. On
the inflation front, purchasing cost
inflation retreated to a 43-month
low, with selling charges increas-
ing to a lesser extent as a result.

The input costs witnessed the
slowest rise in over three-and-a-
half years. Manufacturing firms’
margins improved as input price
inflation slipped to the lowest
since July 2020, Lam said. Be-
sides robust domestic demand,
new export orders rose at the
fastest rate in nearly two years,
with  Australia, Bangladesh,
Brazil, Canada, mainland China,
Europe, Indonesia, the US and
UAE as sources of demand
growth. Manufacturing firms
scaled up buying levels in re-
sponse to greater production re-
quirements, sustained increases in
sales and to build safety stocks,
the survey said. Going ahead,

growth hits 5-month high i Feb

manufacturers have a bullish busi-
ness outlook amid buoyant de-
mand conditions. February survey
data indicated sustained optimism
among manufacturers regarding
the year-ahead outlook for pro-
duction. The overall level of con-
fidence was the second highest
since December 2022. “Buoyed
by robust demand and improving
profit margins, manufacturers
have an optimistic outlook about
future business conditions,” Lam
added. The HSBC India Manufac-
turing PMI is compiled by S&P
Global from responses to ques-
tionnaires sent to purchasing man-
agers in a panel of around 400
manufacturers.

ONGC, EverEnviro to form JV for
setting up CBG plants across India

State-run Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) will form a
joint venture with EverEnviro Re-
source Management Pvt. Ltd to
set up compressed biogas plants
(CBG) across the country. The
board of ONGC at its meeting
held recently considered and ac-
corded in principle, an approval
for formation of joint venture
companies with EverEnviro and
another entity to set up 15 CBG
plants. The board also accorded,
in principle, approval for forma-
tion of 50:50 Joint Ventures sep-
arately with both the entities

either by ONGC or through its
subsidiary (ies) associates. Ev-
erEnviro’s aims to establish over
100 CBG plants across India
based on diverse feedstock, in-
cluding municipal solid waste
(MSW), agro waste, and agro-in-
dustrial waste. The organisation is
already executing 20+ CBG proj-
ects across Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, and Punjab
with a significant capital invest-
ment of nearly Rs 2,000 Crores
which will result into a robust
output of 320 metric tons per day
of CBG. Deepak Agarwal, Exec-

utive Director, EverEnviro Re-
source Management Pvt. Ltd.
said, “We are honoured to partner
with ONGC, one of the Navratnas
of Government of India for bol-
stering domestic renewable en-
ergy production. Our vision is to
attain a daily CBG output of 1000
metric tons on a pan India scale
within the next five years. This
partnership reflects our joint com-
mitment towards achieving
India’s energy transition goals by
2023 and promote our country’s
environmental stewardship with
reduced carbon emissions.”

Indian logistics market to

grow at 8.8% annually to
$484.43 bn by 2029

Indian freight and logistics market is estimated
to grow at 8.8 per cent annually to $484.43 bil-
lion by 2029 from $317.26 billion in 2024 due
to technological advancement, as per a report re-
leased at logistic fair LogiMAT India. Logi- B
MAT India 2024, the satellite show of Europe’s
biggest intralogistics exhibition LogiMAT
Stuttgart, is organised by Messe Stuttgart India
Pvt Ltd on February 28-March 1 at India Expo
Mart. According to a statement, the integration
of cutting-edge technologies and advancements
in intralogistics, automation, warehousing, and
transportation management heralds a transfor-
mative era for the logistics sector in India. In-
dian freight and logistics market is poised for
remarkable growth. LogiMAT India 2024 pro-
jections indicate a surge in market size to $317.26 bil-
lion by 2024, with a projected CAGR of 8.83 per
cent, catapulting it to $484.43 billion by 2029. This
surge not only signifies robust economic expansion
but also holds the promise of substantial job creation
and enhanced business scalability, it stated. Together,
these developments are set to redefine the logistics
landscape, ushering in a new era of efficiency and in-
novation. Sachin Patil, MD and CEO of Messe
Stuttgart said the transformative potential of new
technologies and innovations showcased at Logi-
“We envision these ad-

MAT India is immense.

vancements to not only attract substantial invest-
ments to India’s logistics sector, but also to create a
significant number of jobs, driving economic growth
and prosperity,” he added. Furthermore, these tech-
nologies have the potential to scale logistics busi-
nesses to unprecedented levels, enabling them to
optimise operations, enhance customer service, and
achieve greater profitability, the statement said. By
leveraging robotics, automation, Al, and other cut-
ting-edge solutions, logistics companies can stream-
line processes, reduce costs, and stay ahead of the
competition in today’s dynamic business environ-
ment, it pointed out.

FY24 GDP growth could be
within striking range of 8%’

The GDP growth for the current
financial year could be within
striking distance of 8 per cent, a
study by the State Bank of India
(SBI) said on Friday, a day after
India posted an 8.4 per cent
growth in the December quarter,
and revised upwards the estimates
for the preceding two quarters.
“The third quarter GDP numbers
jolted the psyche and cognitive
framework of most in markets,
while sweeping some by a pleas-
ant surprise. Clearly, right policy

prisms and perspectives can trump
irrational expectations bordering
fault lines,” State Bank of India
said in its research report
‘Ecowrap’. It noted that defying
all estimates, the economy grew
8.4 per cent in the third quarter of
2023-24 after exhibiting more
than 8 per cent growth in the pre-
ceding two quarters.

The buoyancy in indirect tax
mop-up (32 per cent year-on-year
growth), gap between Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) and Gross

Value Added (GVA) growth
widened. “For fiscal 2023-24
GDP growth is expected to in-
crease 7.6 per cent and GVA
growth by 6.9 per cent... we esti-
mate fourth quarter GDP growth
at 5.9 per cent, which we believe
is an understatement. Thus it is
most likely that FY24 GDP
growth could be within striking
distance of 8 per cent,” the SBI
study said. The National Statisti-
cal Office (NSO) has revised GDP
estimates for the first and second
quarters of this fiscal to 8.2 and
8.1 per cent from 7.8 per cent and
7.6 per cent, respectively.

With the revisions, the GDP
growth during April-December
works out to be 8.2 per cent. The
SBI report further said with the
government’s efforts to ensure
quality of life for all citizens and
stopping leakage of benefits
through direct benefit transfer, for
the first time the per capita GDP
at current prices crossed Rs 2 lakh
mark in 2023-24. In constant
prices, too, per capita GDP has in-
creased to Rs 1.24 lakh in the cur-
rent fiscal.

late payment surcharge to ensure
adequate power supply to consumers

The government on Friday said
that the rules related to surplus
power and late payment sur-
charge have been amended to en-
sure adequate supply of
electricity to consumers and
meet the growing demand. The
Government of India has
amended the Electricity (Late
Payment Surcharge and Related
Matters) Rules of 2022 which
will enhance the reliability of
power supply for all consumers,
a power ministry statement said.
Union Minister for Power and
New & Renewable Energy R K
Singh said that a key amendment
which has been made is related
to surplus power which is within
the declared generation capacity
but not requisitioned by distribu-
tion companies. The minister
said that some power generators
were not offering this surplus
power in the market, thus result-
ing in unused power capacity at
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the national level.

To address this issue and opti-
mize the use of available power,
power generators that do not
offer their surplus power will
now not be eligible to claim ca-

pacity or fixed charges corre-
sponding to that surplus quan-
tum. Additionally, this surplus
power cannot be offered for sale
in the power exchange, at a price
of more than 120 per cent of en-

ergy charge plus applicable
transmission charge. This will
increase the likelihood of the
surplus electricity getting pur-
chased and utilized. Further-
more, amendments have been

made to align the Rules with
statutory provisions related to
accessing the national power
grid.

These amendments facilitate
distribution companies facing
curtailment of access due to pay-
ment defaults, in getting quicker
restoration of access to the na-
tional grid once they settle their
outstanding dues.

Singh stated that the Electric-
ity (Late Payment Surcharge and
Related Matters) Rules were in-
troduced in 2022 to tackle cash
flow challenges faced mainly by
generation companies and trans-
mission companies and to pro-
mote timely payments across the
power sector.

Since their notification, there
has been significant progress in
recovering outstanding dues,
with most distribution compa-
nies now adhering to regular
payment schedules.
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Lok Sabha polls: BJP names Suvendu Adhikari's
brother in list of 20 candidates from Bengal

Kolkata, 2 March: The ruling
BJP on Saturday stole a march
over its political opponents as it
released the first list of 195 can-
didates for the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls, the dates for which
are yet to be finalized, including
20 seats in Bengal.

Among the fresh faces in the
list was Soumendu Adhikari, the
younger brother of the leader of
Opposition in the Bengal legisla-
tive Assembly Suvendu Adhikari.
Soumendu has been fielded from
Contai in East Midnapore, which
has been held by the Adhikari
family patriarch Sisir since 2009.

Soumendu Adhikari,
younger brother of Suvendu Ad-
hikari, fielded from Contai in East
Midnapore.Soumendu Adhikari,
younger brother of Suvendu Ad-
hikari, fielded from Contai in East
Midnapore. In Asansol, which has
a sizeable Hindi-speaking popu-
lation, the party is banking on
Bhojpuri actor-singer

Boy suffers
hurns after
falling into hot
porridge at In-
tegrated Child
Development
Scheme centre

Kolkata, 2 March: A five-year-old
child in Mousuni island of South
24-Parganas suffered critical burn
injuries as he fell into a tub full of
steaming “khichri (porridge)” while
playing in the courtyard of an Inte-
grated Child Development Scheme
(ICDS) centre on Friday morning.
A teacher noticed the incident,
picked Sheikh Arif out of the tub
and rushed him to Kakdwip
super-speciality hospital, where
he was admitted with critical burn
injuries.A source in the hospital
said the child suffered around 50
per cent burns, including his leg,
arms, and chest.The incident oc-
curred at the Baghdanga centre in
the Poilar Gheri area of the re-
mote island under the Namkhana
block in the Sunderbans minutes
before the cooked food was to be
served to the children.

The school has no kitchen
and a part of the courtyard is used
for cooking every day, while
around 50 children play during
breaks in the vacant space of the
courtyard.“The condition of the
child is serious,” an attending doc-
tor said.Eye witnesses said the tub
containing the “khichri (mixed
starch of rice and lentil)” was left
open when the lone cook had gone
to fetch water and Arif, playing
“catch-me-if-you-can”, fell into it.

South 24-Parganas district
magistrate Sumit Gupta termed
the incident as unfortunate. “I
shall look into the incident and ex-
tend all medical support for early
recovery of the child,” Gupta told
The Telegraph.“At the same time,
I shall see how the incident oc-
curred and ensure no repetition,”
he added.Guardians alleged poor
infrastructure of the ICDS centre,
accusing the local administration
of taking no action to improve its
condition.

Mamata
March 7,

Kolkata, 2 March: Mamata
Banerjee will lead a march of
women from different communi-
ties in Calcutta on March 7, on
the eve of the International
Women's Day, in a show of
strength aimed at sending out a
message that women are firmly
behind the Trinamul Congress.

As the announcement of the
march came within an hour of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
scathing attack on the ruling es-
tablishment in Bengal on Friday
over atrocities against women in
Sandeshkhali, it is clear Trinamul
is trying to counter the saffron
narrative that women are not safe
in the Trinamul regime.

"All India Trinamul Mahila
Congress, the party's women's
wing, will organise a massive
rally with over 30,000 women
walking along with the chief
minister in Calcutta on March 7.
She is likely to address the gath-
ering after the march, where she
will highlight how the state gov-
ernment has been trying to em-
power women in Bengal," said a
source close to the chief minister.

"She will also, in all likeli-

Pawan

Singh to take on the sitting Trina-
mul MP Shatrughan Sinha, vet-
The

eran Hindi film actor.

=

Trinamul is yet to announce its
list of candidates.

In West Midnapore” Ghatal
Trinamul’s star MP Dev will face
the BJP’s actor-MLA Hiranmay
Chattopadhyay, known by his
screen name Hiran, renewing

their long on and off-screen ri-
valry.Ties between the Adhikari
family and the Trinamul Congress

especially Mamata Banerjee
worsened after Suvendu moved to
the BJP ahead of the 2021 Assem-
bly polls, in which Mamata lost to
the Adhikari family scion from
Nandigram.

Another member of the Ad-

hikari family, Dibyendu is the Tri-
namul MP from Tamluk. It is un-
like either Sisir or Dibyendu will
get a nomination from their re-
spective seats. The BJP has not
yet announced the candidate for
the Tamluk seat.The party also
did not announce the names for
the two Lok Sabha seats, Aram-
bagh and Krishnagar where
Narendra Modi held meetings. He
has another public meeting sched-
uled for March 6 at Barasat.
Sitting MPs like BJP state

president Sukanto Mazumdar
(Balurghat), Nisith Pramanik
(Cooch Behar), Subhas Sarkar
(Bankura), Shantanu Thakur
(Bongaon), Jagannath Sarkar
(Ranaghat), Khagen Murmu

(Maldah North), Locket Chatter-
jee (Hooghly). Saumitra Khan
(Bishnupur) and Jyotirmoy Singh
Mahato (Purulia) have been re-
nominated.

In 2019, the BJP had won 18
seats of which one Arjun Singh

A florist decorates a bridegroom’s car on a north Kolkata street on Saturday.

from Barrackpore defected to the
Trinamul. Babul Supriyo, two-
time BJP MP from Asansol had
stepped down and joined the Tri-
namul in 2021.

The incumbent Alipurduar
MP John Barla has been replaced
by the Madarihat MLA Manoj
Tigga. The Englishbazar MLA
Srirupa Mitra Chowdhury has
been fielded from Maldah
South.Other nominees are Anir-
ban Ganguly from Jadavpur, Nir-
mal Saha  from
Berhampore, Gouri Shankar
Ghosh from Murshidabad, Priya
Saha from Bolpur, Rathin
Chakraborty from Howrah and
Ashok Kandari from Joynagar.

“Some of them have con-
tested elections in the past but
could not win. They have been
working tirelessly for the party
and we believe stand a good
chance in the Lok Sabha polls to
increase our tally from the state,”
said a state BJP functionary.

Kumar

Trinamul leader Kunal Ghosh wants
to resign from two party posts

Kolkata, 2 March: In an embarrassment for
Bengal's ruling dispensation, Trinamul leader
Kunal Ghosh on Friday went public with his
desire to resign from two party posts —
spokesperson and state general secretary —
while later reiterating his allegiance to chief
minister Mamata Banerjee and party's national
general secretary Abhishek Banerjee.

"I want to quit the post of state general
secretary and spokesperson of @AITCofficial.
I'am a misfit in the (Trinamul) system and can't
continue my work. I will work as a party's sol-
dier. Don't spread the rumour about my chang-
ing allegiance (to another party)," Ghosh wrote
on his X social media handle on Friday morn-
ing claiming that he will be a part of Trinamul
and Mamata Banerjee and her nephew Ab-

hishek will remain his leaders.

A source in Trinamul said Ghosh had al-

ready communicated his desire to resign from
the posts to the party's chairperson Mamata
and Abhishek on Friday. However, his resigna-

tions have not been accepted so far.

"Many inside the party may have differ-
ences with him, but he is one of a handful of
leaders who always come forward to defend
the party from most discomforting issues like
Sandeshkhali. Yes, many have problems with
the way of attacking Opposition parties, but he

is dedicated. It took us by surprise when we
saw that Ghosh wiped away his Trinamul role
and changed his X bio to journalist and social
worker," said a source.A section of party lead-
ers said they assumed something wrong with
the party and Ghosh when he did not take part
in the vital news conference held on Thursday
in the aftermath of Sheikh Shahjahan's arrest
later on Wednesday night.

"He is a face found every day to address
the media to counter Opposition parties and de-
fend Trinamul Congress. It was surprising for
us when we did not find him among the party
leaders fielded to speak after Shahjahan's ar-
rest. Interestingly, he was the man who had
been defending the party on the Sandeshkhali
issue since February 7, when the first protest
took place on Sandeshkhali island," a Trinamul
leader said.

Banerjee to lead march in Calcutta on
bid to display women support for TMC

hood, compare the situation in
Bengal with some BJP-ruled
states like UP and Manipur,
where the condition of women is
far worse than in Bengal," added
the source.

According to the source, the

march will start from College
Square and end at Dorina Cross-
ing after covering a 1.9km
stretch. The participants in the
rally will carry posters and flexes
on different flagship schemes for
women — like Lakhsmir Bhan-
dar, Rupashree and Kanyashree
— that the Mamata Banerjee
government introduced after

coming to power in Bengal.
"The preparation for the
massive rally is underway. We
have a plan to bring women from
different communities and reli-
gions to showcase how our party
and government have been work-

ing for the overall well-being of
women in the state," the leader
said.A source in Trinamul said
organising the women's rally on
March 7 — a day after Modi will
address a meeting in Barasat

where some women from
Sandeshkhali are likely to be
present to share stories of Trina-
mul's alleged atrocities — was

politically significant as it would
give Mamata a chance to rebut
the charges that Modi and the saf-
fron ecosystem were levelling
against her government.Modi's
second rally in Bengal in the first
week of March will be held at Kr-
ishnanagar in Nadia district on
Saturday.

"Women form a core sup-
port base of the Trinamul.... It is
well established that an over-
whelming proportion of women
voters showered their love on
Didi, which ensured our sweep-
ing victory in the 2021 Assembly
polls. The BJP is trying to snatch
away women voters from us by
creating a false narrative. Didi
will give a befitting reply," said a
source.

On Friday, Modi tried his
best to attack the Mamata gov-
ernment over the alleged harass-
ment of women in Sandeshkhali
by Trinamul leaders like Sheikh
Shahjahan and his cronies.

"What the TMC has done to
the sisters of Sandeshkhali is a
matter of shame...," Modi said.

Trinamul did not waste time
in fielding senior leaders to

counter Modi's attack over
Sandeshkhali."While the Prime
Minister has been shedding his
tears for Sandeshkhali, he did not
do the same in the case (brutality
on women) of Manipur, in the
case of Hathras and Unnao (in
Uttar Pradesh). He came to Ben-
gal for election campaigns and
that is why he is shedding croco-
dile tears now...," said Bengal fi-
nance minister Chandrima
Bhattacharya, who is also the
state president of Trinamul's
women's wing.Trinamul also ac-
tivated its social media groups to
counter the other charges — like
corruption in welfare schemes
and teachers' recruitments — that
Modi pressed on the ruling party
in Bengal.

"PM  (@narendramodi, we
don't see you much in Parliament,
so now that you are in my home
State today, may I ask you two
Qs. Please. Q1. Where are the
funds for 59 lakh MGNREGA
workers? Q2. Where are the
houses of 11.36 lakh Awas bene-
ficiaries?," Rajya Sabha member
Derek O'Brien wrote in his X
handle.

Shahjahan not replying to ques-
tions, says not responsible for
attack on ED officials: CID

Kolkata, 2 March: Sheikh Shah-
jahan has turned out to be a hard
nut to crack, said a senior police
officer, as the Sandeshkhali
strongman purportedly evaded an-
swers during interrogation or in-
sisted that he wasn’t involved in
the attack on the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) team.

Shahjahan had been arrested
on Thursday and remanded in po-
lice custody for 10 days by a court
in Basirhat, North 24-Parganas.
The former Trinamul Congress
leader was brought to the headquar-
ters of the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) at Bhabani Bha-
van in Alipore on Thursday after-
noon.The karmadhyaksha at the
North 24-Parganas zilla parishad
spent mostly a sleepless night and
post-breakfast, the man who al-
legedly ran a reign of terror in
Sandeshkhali largely remained de-
fiant.

“Shahjahan isn’t replying to
most of the questions and has
stuck to his claim that he wasn’t
responsible for the January 5 at-
tack on ED officials,” said a senior
CID officer. “We still have time
and hope he will break down
soon.”A majority of senior CID
officers remained tightlipped
about the developments even as
security around the building
where Shahjahan was lodged was
tightened.Shahjahan was arrested
in a case of attempt to murder, ri-
oting and robbery in the aftermath
of the alleged attack on the ED
team outside his Sarberia house in
Sandeshkhali on January 5.

Three ED officers were in-
jured in the attack which didn’t
spare accompanying journalists
and CRPF personnel either.The
CID has summoned the ED’s
deputy director, Gaurav Bharill,
who lodged the complaint against
Shahjahan. Bharill was asked to
depose before the CID on March 3.

“We want to record his state-
ments and want to know whether
the ED team visiting Shahjahan's
house had tried calling him when
they found the door locked and if
there are reasons for the officer to
believe that the attack was coordi-
nated,” the CID sleuth said. The
ED claimed a preliminary probe
had revealed that Shahjahan had
used his two mobile phones to
make over 20 calls ahead of the
search and seizure operation by

the team of the central agency on
January 5.

“The mobile phones were
busy for a few minutes around the
time when the ED officials came
knocking on his door early in the
morning and the calls were al-
legedly made to Shahjahan's sup-
porters,” said an ED official. The
role of Sirajuddin, popularly
known as Siraj doctor in
Sandeshkhali, is also being probed
by the CID. The investigators
want to know what his exact loca-
tion was when the ED officers
were attacked and whom he called
immediately after the incident.

Police on Friday arrested In-
dian Secular Front (ISF) leader
Jubi Saha for allegedly inciting
unrest in Sandeshkhali. Saha was
picked up from her friend Natasha
Khan’s house in New Town.“Jubi
has been arrested on charges of
spreading violence and fuelling

false  accusations in  the
Sandeshkhali area,” a senior po-
lice officer said.

The meteoric rise of Shaja-
han Sheikh from a modest back-
ground of a helper in a local
transport company to becoming
the so-called  tiger' of

Sandeshkhali is what Bollywood
film scripts are made of. And so
does his fall.Sheikh, a key accused
in sexual assault and land grab in
Sandeshkhali, was arrested in the

early hours of Thursday after
being on the run for 55 days that
witnessed large-scale protests by
women.

He was remanded to 10 days
of police custody by a local court.
Following his arrest, the TMC
also removed Sheikh from all
party positions.The rise of Sheikh
started towards the fag end of the
erstwhile Left Front rule in Ben-
gal. After spending a few years as
a helper in passenger vehicle
services from Sandeshkhali to
Sarberia, he got into the fish busi-
ness.

"One of his maternal uncles
was into pisciculture and Shaja-
han started helping him. After a
few years and rapid development
in business, they became No. 1 in
the trade in Sandeshkhali area," a
retired police officer, who was
posted in the North 24 Parganas
district during that time, told PTL.

Leopard count in North Bengal rises to
233, huge improvement in four years

Kolkata, 2 March: A national
study conducted by the Union
ministry of forest, environment
and climate change has said there
are over 230 leopards in north
Bengal and there has been a
growth in the animal population
for years.On Thursday, the all-
India estimation of leopards that
was carried out in 2022 was pub-
lished by the ministry. The report
says there are 233 leopards in
northern parts of Bengal.
“According to the report,
there has been a substantial in-
crease in the population. This is
because in an earlier estimation
which was carried out in 2018,
the leopard population was 83
in north Bengal. This means,
there has been a 200 per cent
increase in the population,”
said a senior officer of the state
forest department.The report
said in neighbouring Assam,
the number of leopards reached
74 from 47 during the same pe-
riod, while in Arunachal
Pradesh, the leopard population

increased to 42 in 2022 from 11
in 20182.

“The survey also said the
leopard population had increased
by 67 per cent outside protected
areas. This shows the habitat of
leopards has shrunk in the re-
gion,” said a source.Foresters said
the count had not been done in tea
gardens, which are also known as
leopard habitats.

“Leopards are often sighted
and trapped in tea gardens. Partic-
ularly during November and
March, female leopards enter tea

gardens to deliver cubs. That is
why it is necessary to cover tea
gardens, especially those near
forests, in the census,” said Ani-
mesh Bose, a wildlife conserva-
tionist based in Siliguri.

Bhashkar J.V., the chief con-
servator of forests (wildlife,
north), said trap cameras were
used for the leopard count. “We
feel another 200 leopards live on
tea estates. We will try to include
tea plantations also in the process
to count leopards in north Ben-
gal,” he said.

Classical dancer Amarnath
Ghosh's death in USA: Still in
dark about details, says family

Kolkata, 2 March: Classical
dancer Amarnath Ghosh’s uncle
on Saturday said he is still in the
dark about the details of his
nephew’s death in the USA, even
as four days have passed since he
was shot dead.

Kuchipudi and Bharat-
natyam dancer Amarnath Ghosh,
who hailed from West Bengal’s
Birbhum district and migrated to
the US last year “to follow his
dancing dreams,” was shot sev-
eral times near the border of St
Louis' Academy and Central
West End neighbourhoods. He
died on the spot.

“We had informed the dis-
trict police and administration
about what we had heard from
various sources. But till today we
don’t have any details about his
death, Amarnath’s uncle Shya-
mal Ghosh said in Suri.Amar-
nath, whose parents are no more,
used to stay at Subhas Pally lo-
cality of Suri town. He is the
only child of his parents.

Local councillor Suparna
Roy also said that they didn’t
have any information about the

killing.No official of the Birb-
hum district administration was
available for comment on this
issue.

“Hope we get the update of
this heinous crime as early as
possible. If I am not wrong this
is 5th or 6th murder of Indian
Students in 2 months. We all are
worried here & griefing,” actor
Devoleena Bhattacharjee, who is
a friend of Amarnath, said in a
post on X on Saturday.

It was Bhattacharjee, who
first alerted the authorities on so-

—

cial media about Ghosh’s death.

Bhattacharjee tagged the X
handles of the Indian Embassy in
the US, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar to look into the
matter.

“Only child in the family,
mother died 3 years back. Father
passed away during his child-
hood... the reason, accused de-
tails everything are not revealed
yet or perhaps no one left in his
family to fight for it except his
few friends,” she said on Friday.
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Former foreign affairs minister Sushma Swaraj's
Daughter, Bansuri Swaraj, To Make Her Poll Debut

New Delhi, 2 March: Bansuri
Swaraj, the daughter of former for-
eign affairs minister Sushma
Swaraj, is set to make her poll
debut in the upcoming elections. In
its first list of candidates, Bharatiya
Janata Party announced that Ms
Swaraj would contest from the
New Delhi Lok Sabha seat.
Bansuri Swaraj, a distin-
guished lawyer, brings a wealth of
experience in legal procedures to
the political arena. Last year, the
BJP appointed her as the co-con-
venor of the BJP Delhi's legal cell.
Bansuri Swaraj boasts a for-
midable fifteen years of experience
in the legal profession, having been
enrolled with the Bar Council of
Delhi in 2007. After completing
her undergraduate studies in Eng-
lish Literature from the University
of Warwick, she pursued a law de-
gree at the prestigious BPP Law
School in London. Her academic

o —

journey includes qualifying as a
Barrister at Law and being called
to the bar from the Hon'ble Inn of
Inner Temple, London. Further en-
hancing her legal credentials, she
completed her Masters of Studies
from St. Catherine's College at the
University of Oxford.

Throughout her professional
career, Bansuri has carved a niche
for herself in the legal domain, rep-
resenting high-profile clients in

contentious litigation across vari-
ous judicial fora. Her expertise
spans a wide array of legal areas,
including disputes involving con-
tracts, real estate, tax, international
commercial arbitrations, and crim-
inal trials.

Bansuri Swaraj made head-
lines last year when she launched a
scathing attack on the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) government over the
National Capital Territory of Delhi

(Amendment) Bill, 2023. During a
press conference in the national
capital, she characterized the AAP
government as "jhagdalu (quarrel-
some) and nikammi (useless),"
criticizing their perceived ineffi-
ciency since 2015. She congratu-
lated President Droupadi Murmu
for passing the Bill, expressing
confidence that the administration
in Delhi would now operate in ac-
cordance with the law.

Hoping to get a massive first-
mover advantage as it works to-
wards its target of winning 370
seats in the upcoming Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP today announced
a list of 195 candidates even before
the poll dates have been notified.
The list includes the party's heavi-
est hitters, PM Narendra Modi,
who will be contesting from
Varanasi for the third time, and
Home Minister Amit Shah, who
will be fielded again from Gandhi-

2024 Lok Sahbha Election, BJP First list:
PM, 34 Ministers On BIP's 1st List Of

!leens:“ssl;ungles 195 camlulates For Lok Sahha Polis
Himachal Crisis

Shimla, 2 March: Himachal
minister Vikramaditya Singh has
sent the Congress leadership in a
huddle again after he removed his
official designation from his Face-
book bio. Formerly identified as
the PWD Minister and an Indian
National Congress member, his
bio now just reads "servant of Hi-
machal". The Congress govern-
ment in Himachal Pradesh almost
fell after a Rajya Sabha election
loss, and has since then been in
firefighting mode.

Vikramaditya Singh, the son
of six-time former Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh, met the other
rebel Congress MLAs before
leaving for New Delhi yesterday.

Sources reveal that Mr Singh
could meet key BJP leaders in
Delhi, including prominent fig-
ures like former Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur and State President
Rajiv Bindal.He has publicly ac-
cused the Congress of disrespect-
ing his father, even though they
sought votes in the last assembly
elections in his name.

Simultaneously, the state
government, led by Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, has ap-
pointed Ramapur MLA Nandalal
as the Chairman of Himachal
Pradesh Finance Commission, re-
placing Vikramaditya Singh. The
move is seen as a measure that Mr
Singh may have fallen out of
favour within the party.

On Wednesday, as the Con-
gress dealt with the challenge of
cross-voting MLAs, Vikrama-
ditya Singh had announced his
resignation. He accused the
Chief Minister of "negligence"
towards his lawmakers and broke
down as he accused the party of
not allotting land for a statue of
his father.

That same day the Congress
pulled off a last-gasp maneuver to
save itself, expelling 15 BJP
MLAS to bring down the effective
strength of the House and pass the
state budget. Soon after, Vikrama-
ditya Singh took back his resigna-
tion.

The political saga will unfold
today when the Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet convenes at 11 am. The
crisis exploded after the six rebels,
and three independents who had
professed their support, voted for
the BJP's candidate in this week's
Rajya Sabha election, and were
then taken by the party.

The Chief minister has ac-
cused the rebel MLAs who voted
against the party of being "black
snakes" who sold their honour.
"How can people who sell their
honour for money serve the peo-
ple of their constituency," he
said, while addressing a public
meeting in Dharampur," Mr
Sukhu said.

In political life, people who
betray their party which gave
them a chance to contest elec-
tions are called "black snakes,"
he said.

_—_

BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY

New Delhi, 2 March: Hoping to
get a massive first-mover advan-
tage as it works towards its target
of winning 370 seats in the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections, the
BJP has announced a list of 195
candidates even before the poll
dates have been notified. The list
includes the party's heaviest hit-
ters, PM Narendra Modi, who will
be contesting from Varanasi for
the third time, and Home Minister
Amit Shah, who will be fielded
again from Gandhinagar in Gu-
jarat.Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will contest from Lucknow
and Smriti Irani will be fighting
from Amethi, where she had
pulled off a shock victory against
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in
2019. As many as 34 ministers
and two former chief ministers are

N

on the list, which also includes 28
women, 47 leaders under the age
of 50 and 57 members from the
OBC community.

Of the 195, 51 are from the
all-important state of Uttar
Pradesh, 20 from West Bengal
and five from Delhi. For Delhi,
Praveen Khandelwal, Manoj Ti-
wari and Sushma Swaraj's
daughter Bansuri Swaraj are
among the candidates. Ramesh
Bidhuri, who was at the centre of
a huge controversy following his
alleged
against BSP lawmaker Danish
Ali in the Lok Sabha last year,
has not been repeated from the
South Delhi seat.

The seat will now be fought
by Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, the
leader of the opposition in the

communal remarks

Delhi Assembly. Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya, who had
been elected from the Rajya
Sabha earlier, will be contesting
from Porbandar in Gujarat. Thiru-
vananthapuram is expected to see
an interesting contest as another
Rajya Sabha member and minis-
ter, Rajeev Chandrasekhar has
been named from the seat, which
is held by the Congress' Shashi
Tharoor.

Among other Union minis-
ters, Rajya Sabha MP Jyotiraditya
Scindia will contest from Guna in
Madhya Pradesh, a constituency
the former Congress leader had
held since 2002 until his loss to
the BJP's Krishna Pal Singh
Yadav in 2019. His fellow Rajya
Sabha colleague Bhupender
Yadav will be fielded from Alwar
and Kiren Rijiju will contest from
Arunachal West.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who
wasn't made the Madhya Pradesh
chief minister despite the BJP's
stunning victory last year, seems
to be headed for a national role as
he will be contesting the Lok
Sabha polls from Vidisha. Another
big headline from the state is that
controversial MP Pragya Singh
Thakur has not been repeated
from Bhopal, which will now be
contested by Alok Sharma.

At least 9 More MLAs In Touch With Us:
Disqualified Hlmachal Congress MLA

Shimla, 2 March: Rajinder Rana,
one of the six Himachal Pradesh
Congress MLAs who cross-voted
in the Rajya Sabha elections and
was later disqualified from the as-
sembly, today rubbished Chief
Minister ~ Sukhvinder ~ Singh
Sukhu's claim that some rebel leg-
islators want to return, asserting
that at least nine party legislators
were in touch with them. He also
accused Mr Sukhu of misleading
people with his statements.

"No one wants to return. On
the other hand, at least nine more
MLAS are in touch with us," Mr
Rana told Press Trust of India. On
the other hand, Mr Sukhu claimed
that "80 per cent of the Congress
is together" and the rest were dis-
satisfied over "trivial issues". He
claimed that he held discussions
with the six disqualified MLAs
and the situation would "surely

New Delhi, 2 March: India will
manufacture at least 1,000 new-
generation Amrit Bharat trains in
the coming years while work is
also underway to make trains that
can run at 250 kmph, Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on Saturday.

In an exclusive interview to
PTI-Videos, he also said the Rail-
ways has already started working
on the export of Vande Bharat
trains and the first export is ex-
pected within the next five years.

While speaking on the trans-
formational initiatives taken by
the Railways in the last 10 years
of the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, he said the world's highest
railway bridge (Chenab bridge)
and the first under-river water tun-
nel (for the Kolkata metro) are
some of the significant technolog-
ical advancements that happened
in the rail sector.

[ S

get better after the formation of
the coordination committee".
About the cross-voting in the
Rajya Sabha elections for the lone
seat in the state, Mr Rana said,
"We took this decision to uphold
the honour of Himachal Pradesh
and its people." "Did the Congress
not have any candidate from the
party workers in the state who
could represent Himachal Pradesh
in the Rajya Sabha?" he asked.
Asked about the possibility
of cross-voting if Sonia Gandhi
had contested the polls instead of
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Mr Rana

Ashwini  Vaishnaw  also
spoke on the beginning of the con-
struction of India's first under-sea
tunnel between Mumbai and
Thane as part of the ongoing Bul-
let train project and said there are
about only five countries in the
world that have such technologies.

The 21-km-long proposed
tunnel between Mumbai and
Thane will have a 9.7-km passing
through the sea, 54 metres below
its surface.

Ashwini  Vaishnaw also
delved into Railways' fare struc-
ture and its service to the general
public. "We carry about 700 crore
people every year, 2.5 crore prac-
tically every day. The fare struc-
ture is such that if the cost of
carrying a person is % 100, we
charge X 45. So we give 55 per
cent discount to every person who
travels by the railways on an av-
erage," Vaishnaw said.

said, "She has made a lot of con-
tributions to the country and been
Congress president. Had she
fought from here, that would have
been a different matter."

In a stunning upset for the
ruling Congress in Himachal
Pradesh, the BJP on Tuesday won
the state's lone Rajya Sabha seat
with its candidate Harsh Mahajan
defeating  Congress  stalwart
Singhvi and setting the stage for a
no-trust motion in the assembly.

Another disqualified Con-
gress MLA Inder Dutt Lakhanpal
told Press Trust of India, "Some
people will now call us rebels or
traitors. But we aren't. We listened
to our conscience. It was our per-
sonal decision."Mr Sukhu, how-
ever, claimed, "Eighty per cent of
the Congress is together and the
rest are upset with us over small
matters.

Talking about affordability,
the minister said, "We have de-
signed Amrit Bharat which is a
world-class train. It provides
1,000 km of travel at a price of
only X 454. That is the kind of af-
fordability that has been pro-
vided." India will manufacture at
least 1,000 new-generation Amrit

nagar in Gujarat.

The BJP’s Central Election
Committee (CEC) chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will on Thursday choose whom to
field for the Lok Sabha elections in
Delhi from a panel of 17 to 18
names that have been finalised fol-
lowing deliberations with the
party’s state unit on Wednesday,
sources said.

PM Modi will preside over
the CEC meeting at around 8 pm at
the BJP headquarters on DDU
Marg and the first list of candidates
is likely to be announced later this
week, according to sources.

Sources said the panel in-
cluded incumbent MP Manoj Ti-
wari, whose name was understood
to be “mostly final”, to be fielded
from the North East Delhi Parlia-
mentary constituency yet again and
Ghonda Assembly BJP MLA Ajay
Mahawar.

Rajasthan
Being Run

By Centre
Through Re-
mote Control:
Ashok Gehlot

Jaipur, 2 March: Former Ra-
jasthan chief minister Ashok
Gehlot on Friday accused the
Centre of governing the state
through remote control and under-
mining the authority of the elected
chief minister.The state doesn't
seem to have a government for the
last three months, he alleged.He
said that ministers are not able to
appoint their private secretaries
according to their wish and the
Centre is implementing the Gu-
jarat model in Rajasthan.

"It's been two-three months
of the BJP government in the
state. There is a discussion in
every household as to why there is
no governance. I believe that only
the chief minister cannot be
blamed for it. It is a remote-con-
trolled government which is
against the spirit of democracy,"
Mr Gehlot told reporters after
moving into the new government
bungalow from the official CM's
residence, now allotted to the new
incumbent.He added, "An elected
Chief Minister has authority, and
the government is run by that au-
thority and it provides good gov-
ernance. They (Centre) have
remote-controlled the govern-
ment. The chief secretary is the de
facto chief minister and I have
heard that deputy chief ministers
are more powerful than the chief
minister." Reacting to his state-
ments, Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal said all three bod-
ies of democracy are working to-
gether in the state whereas in the
previous government, the power
was divided between two centres
— apparently referring to the tussle
between Ashok Gehlot and his
former deputy Sachin Pilot.

Mr Gehlot earlier said if the
authority of the chief minister is
weakened, it's the public which
will suffer the most. "The chief
minister cannot govern without
authority." The Congress leader
said there is a possibility that peo-
ple in the BJP may be "conspir-
ing" against Chief Minister

Bhajan Lal Sharma. "What do you
want? The Prime Minister should
answer this. What does the Prime
Minister want in the country?" he
asked.

Over 1,000 Amrit Bharat Trains To Be Made In Goming Years: Railway Minister

Bharat trains in the coming years
and the work to make trains that
can run at a speed of 250 kmph
was on, Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said on Saturday.
Ashwini Vaishnaw provided
a break-up of the total annual ex-
penditures of the Railways and
said that expenditure on pensions,

An Honourable Exit? Why Two BIP MPs
Sait They Don't Want To ﬂ(llllBSl Agam

New Delhi, 2 March: In Indian
politics, where there is intense
competition for tickets from any
party that has a chance of win-
ning, sitting MPs declaring that
they do not want to contest again
is rare. So, when two BJP MPs
said - within hours of each other -
today that they would like to be
"relieved" of their political duties,
it took many by surprise.

Sources have told, however,
that the well-oiled election ma-
chinery of the BJP, which has con-
ducted extensive surveys and held
long deliberations on every Lok
Sabha seat, had already decided
not to repeat Gautam Gambhir
and Jayant Sinha.

In a post on X around 10 am
today, Gautam Gambhir, the BJP
MP from East Delhi, said, "I have
requested Hon'ble Party President
(@JPNadda ji to relieve me of my
political duties so that I can focus
on my upcoming cricket commit-
ments." Less than five hours later,
Jayant Sinha, who represents
Jharkhand's Hazaribagh in the
Lok Sabha, made a nearly identi-
cal post. "I have requested
Hon'ble Party President Shri @JP-
Nadda ji to relieve me of my di-
rect electoral duties so that I can
focus my efforts on combating
global climate change in Bharat
and around the world," he posted
on X.Both leaders also thanked

the party's leadership, including
PM Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah, for the op-
portunities provided to them.

Gautam Gambhir is a first-
time MP, while Jayant Sinha, son
of former Union Minister Yash-
want Sinha had been elected from
Hazaribagh twice in a row.
Sources indicated that both MPs
were not very popular in their
constituencies and the BJP, which
has set itself a target of winning a
mammoth 370 seats, had decided
not to repeat them.

"In Delhi, where the party
had won all seven Lok Sabha
seats in 2019, the party is looking
for new faces," said a source. The
decision followed a lengthy, de-
tailed process, which included
getting feedback from the people

in every constituency, conducting
internal evaluations, and hiring
survey agencies to file compre-
hensive reports. These were fol-
lowed by deliberations by the
state leadership and the national
brass. Sources said the national
leadership had made it clear that
the MPs whose performance was
not up to the mark would not be
repeated and that at least 60 in-
cumbent MPs could face this fate.

On Thursday night, a five-
hour meeting had been held in
New Delhi, which was chaired by
Prime Minister Modi and attended
by Mr Shah and Mr Nadda,
among others. The meeting,
which began at 11 pm and ended
at 4 am, had also focused on con-
stituencies that the party hadn't
done well in.

Definition Of Assamese Has Changed,
It Must Include...: Himanta Biswa Sarma

Guwahati, 2 March: The defini-
tion of Assamese has undergone
change over the years, and it must
include people who have lived in
Assam for centuries,
Hindi speakers and the tea tribes,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said today.He said that a
mass movement is needed to con-
vince the Assamese people that
the identity of the community can
be preserved through "quality".

Mr Sarma was speaking at a
programme in which rehabilita-
tion grants were distributed under
the ULFA Peace Accord to surren-
dered cadres."The situation in
Assam is not due to some policy
of the central government but due
to infiltration from Bangladesh,
which changed the demography of
the state. When the census report
comes, Assamese people will be
only about 40 per cent of the pop-
ulation," he claimed.

Mr Sarma said that the defi-
nition of Assamese has undergone

such as

salaries, energy bill and lease-in-
terest payments are I 55,000
crore, 97,000 crore, 40,000 crore
and X 32,000 crore respectively.

Another X 12,000 crore goes
on maintenance and all get com-
bined to become about I 2.40
lakh-crore. "We have been able to
meet all these expenses because
the team has been working very
hard under the prime minister's
guidance," Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.

"Today, railway stations are
very different from what they
were 10 years back. Stations and
trains are cleaner and every train
has a bio-toilet," he said.Accord-
ing to the railway minister, intro-
duction of new technology has
made trains like Vande Bharat
highly popular among youths.

"Practically, every week one
Vande Bharat train is getting in-
ducted in the fleet. We will be

change over the years, and it must
include communities such as the
tea tribes and Hindi speakers who
have been living here for over a
century.Though the Assamese
people may be dwindling in num-
bers, they can come together to as-
sert their identity, he maintained.

"A  mass
needed so that we can convince
the people that though we do not
have the numbers, with quality we
can keep our Assamese identity
alive," the CM said.

Praising the ULFA leader-
ship and cadres for returning to

movement s

Ashwini Vaishnaw provided a Ilreak-un of llle total annual expenditures of the Railways

manufacturing at least 400 to 500
of these trains in the coming few
years itself," Ashwini Vaishnaw
said.

On track capacity expansion,
he said, "Last year, we added
5,200 kms of new track. This year,
we will add 5500 kms of new
track. It is like adding Switzerland
to the country every year. That's
the pace at which work is being
done."

Outlining passengers' safety
initiatives, Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that in the last 10 years, more than
% 1.27 lakh-crore have been in-
vested on passengers' safety and
close to 7000 kms of worn out
tracks have been replaced every
year.

He highlighted the features
of Automatic Train Protection
(ATP) system Kavach, being im-
plemented across the rail network
in India, and said that all countries

mainstream, Mr Sarma said they
should urge those who are still
pursuing armed struggle to join
them.

"I always ask Paresh Barua
to come and spend 10 days in
Assam. After that he will not want
to return to Myanmar or China,"
he said, referring to the chief of
the ULFA (I) which has refused to
come forward for peace talks.

Mr Sarma maintained that
being "rational rather than emo-
tional" is the need of the hour to
take forward the state in the path
of development.

started implementing ATP around
the 1980s but our governments of
that time didn't focus on this im-
portant passenger safety feature.

Ashwini  Vaishnaw  also
blamed the previous government
in Maharashtra for the delay in the
implementation of the bullet train
project. "The construction on the
Gujarat section from Vapi to
Ahmedabad was going on a torrid
pace but we couldn't start the sec-
tion from Mumbai to Vapi be-
cause Mr Thackrey's government
never permitted us.

We got all the permits after
the government changed." He dis-
missed suggestions that the Rail-
ways is turning to cater more to
the affluent class. "Our focus is on
non-air conditioned coaches be-
cause our premier customer is
low-income families. Out of
67,000 coaches that we have, two-
thirds are non-air conditioned."
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Shreyas lyer
"Skipped IPL For
World Cup, Took
Painkiller": Report
Reveals Star's
Side 0f Story

Post BCCI Axing

New Delhi, 2 March : Shreyas
Iyer, the talented batter from
Mumbai, is in the line of fire after
the BCCI fired him, and his In-
dian cricket teammate Ishan Kis-
han, from the annual contracts.
Shreyas Iyer was part of the na-
tional team till very recently in the
first two Tests against England.
However, he was dropped for the
last three Tests after a run of poor
scores. Later, he skipped a Ranji
Trophy match for Mumbai as he
claimed he was having a back
issue. However, a report in The
Indian Express, said the NCA
gave a contradictory fitness report
on him.During this time, several
media publications have claimed,
Shreyas Iyer attended a pre-IPL
camp with Kolkata Knight Riders.
This seems to have irked the
BCCI selectors, who recommend
players' name for central con-
tracts.

According to a report in
Revsportz, Iyer went to the KKR
Academy to build his workload.
"After playing 60 balls in a ses-
sion, his back was building
spasms. He had to build up his re-
sistance. Now he is playing 200
balls per session. In three weeks,
he has put on three kilos of mus-
cles. The Mumbai Cricket Associ-
ation and the Mumbai team head
coach (Omkar Salvi) have been
kept in the loop. In fact, the Mum-
bai coach visited the KKR Acad-
emy several times to monitor
Iyer's progress. And now he has
made himself available for the
Ranji Trophy semi-final against
Tamil Nadu," the person said on
conditions on anonymity.

"He skipped the IPL to play
the World Cup. Even after the sur-
gery, he took three painkiller injec-
tions to be pain-free for the World
Cup. And yet, the pain returned
during the semi-final and the final,
and he played through it. Iyer was
the only player who wasn't given
a break after the World Cup. He
played the home T20I series
against Australia and then went to
South Africa. After returning from
South Africa, he was asked to play
a Ranji game in January, ahead of
the first two Tests against England.
He did that. Doesn't a player have
the liberty to train under a coach
of his choice?"

Former Indian cricket team
pacer Madan Lal, who was part of
the 1983 World Cup-winning
team, has praised the Board of
Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) for terminating star duo
Ishan Kishan and Shreyas Iyer's
central contracts. While the BCCI
didn't reveal the reason behind the
decision to axe Kishan and Iyer,
reports have claimed that the
board was not happy with the
players after both decided to skip
domestic games for their state
teams, despite being cleared fit by
the NCA. Lal lauded BCCI over
the polarising move, saying that
playing domestic cricket should
be made compulsory for those
who prioritise IPL over First Class
matches. "If the BCCI told them
to play first-class cricket, they
should have gone and played. No
one is bigger than the game. The
BCCI should be given the credit
as they are making it mandatory
to play first-class cricket. Most of
the players nowadays are taking
First-class cricket for granted be-
cause of the IPL.

"Jay Shah, Roger Binny, Selector Need To...": Ganguly's
Direct Message On Ishan Kishan's Gontract Termination

New Delhi, 2 March : The dropping of
Shreys Iyer and Ishan Kishan by the BCCI
from its central contract is being seen as the
national governing body sending out a clear
message on the importance of domestic
cricket. Both the cricketers for various rea-
sons missed their respective state's Ranji
Trophy matches and later found themselves
out of the contract list. Former Indian
cricket team captain Sourav Ganguly, who
was also a former BCCI president, had a
message for current secretary Jay Shah and
president Roger Binny on the subject.

Sourav Ganguly was asked by Times
of India, "Do you think the younger crop of
players needed to be guided better?""For
someone like Ishan Kishan, BCCI secretary
Jay Shah, president Roger Binny and the se-
lectors need to speak to him. All this while
he has played Ranji and then played white-
ball cricket. Has it made him a poorer
player? It hasn't," Ganguly replied.

"All the players picked in Delhi Capi-
tals have played Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy,
Vijay Hazare Trophy and Ranji Trophy.
Even Ishant Sharma has played Ranji.

i

{

Khaleel Ahmed has played the full season
after a long time. We worked with him in
the off season and got him fit to play Ranji.
There are only one or two exceptions who
need to be spoken to."

He was also asked that with the drop-
ping of Ishan Kishan and Shreyas Iyer from
central contracts, whether the ficus has
shifted to the relevance of first-class cricket.
"I think this is the first time that someone
has not played or ignored red-ball domestic
cricket. Otherwise, all of them have played

Alyssa Healy during WPL 2024 match against Mumbai Indians.

Ranji Trophy when they were free. I am
sure the BCCI will take proper action,"
Ganguly replied. Jay Shah has earlier men-
tioned Ishan Kishan during an interaction
but quickly added that the announcement
was not targeted towards him and this rule
will apply for all cricketers who are not part
of the national team.

"All contracted players have been told
on phone and I'll be writing to them too. If
chairman of selectors, coach & captain want
you to play red-ball cricket then you gotta

3" Sourau Ganguly's message for Jay Shah, Ajit Agarkar, Roger Binny amid contracts row

play. 'Nakhre Nahi Chalenge' (no tantrums).
And as far as Ishan Kishan is concerned, he
is young, I am not saying this specifically
about him as it will be applicable for all the
players uniformly," Jay Shah told reporters.
"Everyone will have to play, otherwise, the
chairman of the selection committee has
given me his suggestions and I am going to
give him a free hand to let him take his own
calls freely," he added.

Three days removed from BCCI's de-
cision to snub Ishan Kishan and Shreyas
Iyer from their central contracts... and the
development continues to be hotter than
ever. The two India batters paid the price for
neglecting the BCCI's orders of playing
Ranji Trophy, leaving Iyer, Kishan in no-
man's land, and though they are gearing up
to play the IPL 2024 for the respective fran-
chises, it could be a while before they are
seen in an India jersey again. The BCCI's
radical call has divided the Indian cricketing
fraternity. While most have backed the
board's decision of taking matters in their
own hands, others feel Ishan and Iyer are a
bit hard done.

Ranji Trophy Semi-
Finals: Mumbai Take
Opening Day Hon-
ours vs Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh
Dominate Vidarbha

New Delhi, 2 March : Tushar
Deshpande (3/24) and Shardul
Thakur (2/48) starred to put
Mumbai on top following a meek
display from Tamil Nadu on the
opening day of their Ranji Trophy
semifinal in Mumbai on Saturday.
Tamil Nadu skipper B Sai
Kishore's decision to bat first
backfired as the visitors were shot
out for a mere 146 in the first in-
nings, with Deshpande and
Thakur making life miserable for
the batters at the BKC Ground.

If it was any consolation,
Tamil Nadu struck twice with the
ball but Mumbai shaved off a sig-
nificant chunk of the first-innings
deficit, reaching 45/2 at stumps to
trail by 101 runs. Musheer Khan
(24 not out) and nightwatchman
Mohit Avasthi (1) were at the
crease with Mumbai losing open-
ers Prithvi Shaw (5) and Bhupen
Lalwani (15).Shaw fell early
against Kuldeep Sen while Sai
Kishore trapped Lalwani for the
second wicket, but Mumbai re-
mained on top.

Sania Mirza Calls For Introspection
On The Value Of Women's Success

On a track which had move-
ment off the surface as well as
turn for spinners, Mumbai proved
to be the superior side as their
bowlers extracted more support
and their batters did not find get-
ting runs as tough as the visitors.

New Delhi, 2 March : Former
India tennis ace Sania Mirza has
called for introspection on how
women's success is perceived in
the society. The ex-India player,
who got divorced from former
Pakistan captain Shoaib Malik a
few months back, reflected on the
gender discrimination she feels is
still prevalent in the society.

Sania opened up while re-
acting to an advertisement that
showed how a society devalues a
woman's success. The ad also por-
trayed the feelings of an inde-
pendent woman during the
struggle she has to go through due
to the social stigma.

"In 2005, T was the first In-
dian woman to win a WTA title.
Big deal, right? When I was world
no. 1 in doubles, people were keen
to know when I'd settle down.
Winning six grand slams isn't set-

tled enough for society," said
Mirza on X while reacting to the
advertisement.

"I'm grateful for the support
I've received along the way, but
can't help and think why a
woman's achievements invite con-
versation about gender 'expecta-
tions' and appearances, instead of

her skill and the work itself," she
added. While admitting that a
"real conversation" about society
is "difficult", Sania said that an in-
trospection on the issue is re-
quired.

Sania's personal life be-
came a trending topic on social
media in January this year after

Shoaib shared his wedding pic-
tures with Sana Javed on social
media. There were rumours
about the separation of Sania
from Shoaib, and the former
Pakistan player's new wedding
post confirmed it.

Later, Sania's family broke
the silence on the matter. In the
statement, Sania's team and her
family wrote: "Sania has always
kept her personal life away from
the public eye. However, today
the need has arisen for her to share
that Shoaib and she have been di-
vorced for a few months now. She
wishes Shoaib well for his new
journey ahead!

At this sensitive period of
her life, we would like to request
all fans and well-wishers to re-
frain from indulging in any spec-
ulation and to respect her need for
privacy."

'Panicky’' Bayern Munich Held In Freiburg
To Boost Bayer Leverkusen Title Hopes

London, 2 March : Bayern Munich were held to a 2-2 draw
at Freiburg on Friday, an 87th-minute equaliser from Lucas
Hoeler giving leaders Bayer Leverkusen a chance to go 10
points clear. Mathys Tel's 35th-minute stunner had cancelled
out an impressive opener from Freiburg captain Christian
Guenter, before Jamal Musiala's spectacular solo effort
looked to have snared the three points for Bayern. Hoeler
however had other ideas, chipping a volley through a
crowded Bayern penalty area and past a helpless Manuel
Neuer.Bayern manager Thomas Tuchel criticised his players'
"body language and lack of bite" in the first half an hour,
telling DAZN "we played completely without structure and
had no discipline and weren't in our positions." Calling his
side "panicky", Tuchel said: "We did things that we've never
trained, that we've never spoken about. "We played like it
was the 85th minute and we were a goal down."Musiala told
DAZN he felt "frustrated". "Since I've been at Bayern it's
been in my head that we must win and we hate to lose. We
want to win the Bundesliga, we want to win titles," he said.
Bayern have now failed to win away from home in four
matches dating back to January in both the Bundesliga and

Champions League. Tuchel's side face Lazio at home in the
last 16 of the Champions League on Tuesday, staring down
an early exit with a 1-0 deficit from the first leg in Rome.
Xabi Alonso's unbeaten Bayer Leverkusen can go 10 points
clear of the Bavarians with a win against lowly Cologne in
their derby clash on Sunday as they chase a first-ever Bun-
desliga title. "We played a good game" Freiburg's Vincenzo

the title.

Grifo told DAZN. "It's clear that you have to suffer against
Bayern." Guenter blasted the hosts into the lead after 12 min-
utes, unleashing a spinning rocket from outside the box and
into the bottom right of the goal. The goal was the Freiburg
captain's first of the season and the club's only strike from
outside the box this campaign.Not content to allow Guenter
to dominate the highlights reel, Tel hit back with a dream
goal of his own, curling in a long-range effort on his second
league start this season.With 15 minutes remaining, and
Bayern dominating possession but failing to carve out clear
chances, Musiala dribbled past three Freiburg defenders and
blasted a low shot into the right corner. "Simply instinct"
said Musiala of the goal. "You try and you dribble and see
what you can create."Despite holding the lead Bayern grew
passive, dropping deep to hold onto their slender lead. With
just three minutes of regular time remaining, Hoeler held off
several Bayern defenders and chipped a volley over Neuer
and into the goal.The draw spoilt the first day at work for
Bayern sporting director Max Eberl, who said during his un-
veiling this week the side would still push Leverkusen for

Tamil Nadu, shellshocked by a
disastrous start to their first semi-
final in seven years, could not
muster the courage to stage a
fightback and folded shortly after
tea despite Vijay Shankar (44) and
Washington Sundar's (43) rear-
guard act.

The horror began when B
Sai Sudharsan (0) was trapped
leg-before on the fourth ball of the
match by Thakur. It did not take
long for the Mumbai bowlers to
get all over the Tamil Nadu side in
the first hour. Mumbai bowlers ex-
ploited the early moisture with the
new ball to perfection as Avasthi
had TN's leading run-maker N Ja-
gadeesan (4) caught at short leg
by Musheer.

Coming in as first change,
Deshpande remained unplayable
for the Tamil Nadu batters
throughout the innings."We
wanted to bowl as the wicket has
enough for the pace bowlers. We
bowled in the right channels, on
this pitch it was important to
bowl in the right areas," Desh-
pande told the media after the
day's play.

"Yes, absolutely," said Desh-
pande if TN's decision to bat was
surprising."We all can see the
pitch has enough help for the pace
bowlers and with the shadow
staying till late here it helps the
pace bowlers a lot in the first ses-
sion," he added.Pradosh Ranjan
Paul's (8) bat curled in his hands
as he hit one straight to Despande,
who took a fine return catch for
the third wicket.

It was a brave call for skip-
per Sai Kishore (1) to promote
himself ahead of the dependable
Baba Indrajith, but one that did
not work.Sai Kishore's footwork
was all over the place when Desh-
pande moved the ball back in,
pegging back the middle-stump as
Tamil Nadu slumped to 17/4.

BGCI Chief Selector Ajit Agarkar
Was Furious With Shreyas lyer,
Claims Report, Reveals Details

Mumbai, 2 March : Since the
last one week, the one news
which has made a lot of noise is
the exclusion of Ishan Kishan

and Shreyas Iyer from the
BCCT's latest annual contract list.
The two stars have been strongly
in BCCI scheme of things in the
past one year.

They were part of important
events and till very recently
played in the Indian cricket team.
Ishan Kishan was last part of the
squad that toured South Africa
before he went on a break while
Iyer was part of the first two
Tests against England, before he
was dropped.

The reluctance of the duo to
play domestic cricket is being
seen as a reason behind their ex-
clusion. Kishan after going on
break trained with Hardik
Pandya but missed Ranji Trophy
matches for his state team Jhark-
hand. Shreyas Iyer missed a
Ranji Trophy game for his state
team Mumbai and claimed he
was unfit. However, according to
a report in Indian express, the
NCA report on him was contra-
dictory.

Several  reports  have
claimed that Iyer attended a
Kolkata Knight Riders pre-IPL
camp during this time. Iyer is the
skipper of KKR. According to a
report in the Revsportz, BCCI
chief selector Ajit Agarkar was
"furious" when he came to know
about this development that Iyer
was attending an IPL camp de-
spite complaining of a back prob-
lem. It is the BCCI selectors who
recommend about the final con-
tract list.

"Shreyas Iyer and Ishan
Kishan were not considered for
the annual contracts in this round
of recommendations," the BCCI
said in its release while announc-
ing the Annual Player Contracts
for Team India (Senior Men) for
the 2023-24 season (October 1st,
2023 to September 30th, 2024).

"The BCCI has recom-
mended that all athletes give
precedence to participating in do-
mestic cricket during periods
when they are not representing
the national team," it added.

Out-of-favour India batter
Shreyas Iyer will be motivated to
prove a point and serve a timely

reminder of his skillset as he gets
back to domestic action when the
record 41-time champions Mum-
bai take on Tamil Nadu in the
Ranji Trophy semifinal in Mum-
bai on Saturday.

Dropped from the Indian
Test side and discarded from
BCCI's list of contracted players
after he did not make himself
available for the Ranji Trophy
quarterfinal due to groin and
back trouble, Iyer has recovered
completely to join Mumbai for
the key clash.

Iyer would be key in Mum-
bai's scheme of things specially
against Tamil Nadu's quality spin
bowling, which has been one of
their key weapons this season.

Star players Ishan Kishan
and Shreyas Iyer were on
Wednesday excluded from the
annual player retainership list for
the 2023-24 season, with the
BCCI saying in a statement that
the two were not considered for
the annual contracts. The ouster
came as a massive jolt to the two
players who were under the scan-
ner of the BCCI of late. Not
being in the central contracts list
simply means that the two play-
ers would not be getting the an-
nual fee from BCCI, however,
this is not the only loss they will
have to go through.

In the 2022-23 central con-
tracts of the BCCI, Iyer was in
Grade B while Kishan was
placed in Grade C. While lyer re-
ceived an annual fee of Rs 3
crore besides his match fees, Kis-
han got Rs 1 crore.

Apart from the monetary
loss, the two players will not
make be able to use the BCCI fa-
cilities like the National Cricket
Academy (NCA) if needed as
they are not part of the central
contracts. They could avail the
NCA services only after getting a
nod from their respective state
boards.

It is worth noting that
BCCI's centrally contracted play-
ers also get insurance cover. In
any case, if a player fails to be
available for his Indian Premier
League team due to an injury he
suffered while on national duty,
it is the board that compensates
for the financial loss. Iyer and
Kishan also miss out on this.

German Open: Treesa Jolly-
Gayatri Gopichand Pair
Bows Out In Quarterfinals

Mumbai, 2 March : The Indian
challenge at the German Open
badminton tournament ended
after the women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopic-
hand lost in the quarterfinals on
Friday. In the last eight match, the
Indian duo sustained a loss to
China's Li Yi Jing and Luo Xu
Min 21-16, 21-14 in a 41-minute
affair. In the first game against the
world number 22nd ranked pair,
India was leading 8-5 but China
fought back and went into the
break with a slender lead of 11-10.

Indians took back a 15-14
but lost points at crucial stages to
go down in the first game. From
then on, the Chinese pair domi-
nated the second game as well,
leading at 12-6 at one point and
won that one too, securing a win
giving them a semifinal spot.

Earlier, Aakarshi Kashyap was
among the names who exited
from the tournament, losing in
the round of 16.

Jolly-Gopichand had also
lost in QFs of the Thailand Open
back in February. They started
off the year with a first-round
loss in India Open, but were a
crucial part of the Indian
women's team which secured a
historic gold medal at the 2024
Badminton Asia Team Champi-
onships in Busan last month.

The German Open 2024 is
the sixth tournament on the 2024
season and qualifying ranking
points are at stake for the shut-
tlers to qualify for the Paris 2024
Olympics. The Indian badminton
players will play at the French
Open BWF Super 750 event in
Paris next week.
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